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The phase-controlled single-photon transport properties of a giant atom coupled to a one-dimensional waveguide are
investigated. The coupling between the giant atom and the waveguide is modeled as a multi-point interaction. The coupling
strengths between the giant atom and the waveguide are represented as complex numbers with associated phases. Analytical
expressions for the scattering amplitudes are obtained using the real-space Hamiltonian method. The results show that the
characteristics of the scattering spectra, including the positions of peaks (or dips) and the full width at half maximum, can
be tuned by adjusting the phase difference between the coupling strengths. Further calculations reveal that the scattering
spectra can be either super-broadened or sub-broadened. The conditions for achieving perfect nonreciprocal single-photon
transport in the Markovian regime are also discussed. Moreover, we demonstrate the control of single-photon transport
through phase differences in the non-Markovian regime. Our results may find applications in the design of quantum devices
operating at the single-photon level, based on waveguide quantum electrodynamics.
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1. Introduction
Waveguide quantum electrodynamics, which studies the

interactions between quantum emitters and propagating pho-
tons in waveguides, has attracted much attention due to its
potential applications in quantum information processing,[1–3]

quantum computing,[4–7] and as a promising platform[8,9] for
investigating quantum optical phenomena. Generally, most
quantum emitters, such as atoms, quantum dots, and NV cen-
ters, can be regarded as point-like because their sizes are negli-
gible compared to the wavelength of the field.[10,11] Recently,
interactions between superconducting qubits coupled to acous-
tic waves or microwave waveguides have been reported.[12–15]

Different from the case of small atoms with single-point
coupling, the coupling between superconducting qubits and
acoustic waves should be treated as multi-point coupling, since
the size of the qubit is comparable to the wavelength of the
photon propagating in the waveguide. The multi-point cou-
pling introduces new interaction pathways between the emitter
and the waveguide, leading to many interesting results.[16–23]

These studies provide new methods for designing quantum
devices and offer a platform to explore various quantum ef-
fects, such as decoherence-free subspaces,[24,25] frequency-
comb emission,[26] bound states,[27,28] and the Lamb shift.[29]

Single-photon scattering by giant atoms coupled to a one-
dimensional waveguide has become a hot topic in construct-
ing quantum networks. Wang et al.[30] reported single-photon

scattering properties in a hybrid system composed of giant
atoms interacting with a coupled-resonator waveguide through
two or multiple coupling points. Subsequently, several groups
investigated single-photon scattering in different configura-
tions, including giant atoms interacting with waveguides ex-
hibiting linear dispersion relations,[31–33] nonlinear dispersion
relations,[34,35] or topological properties,[36–38] as well as mul-
tiple giant atoms coupled to waveguides,[39,40] etc. These in-
vestigations provide many approaches to control single-photon
scattering. Based on these results, various quantum devices,
such as quantum routers[41–44] and frequency converters,[45]

have been proposed.
The phases of the coupling strengths between quan-

tum emitters and the waveguide are often neglected in many
models. However, when the number of interaction chan-
nels between emitters and the waveguide is no less than two,
the phase differences between the coupling strengths may
play an important role in manipulating quantum phenomena
due to quantum interference effects. We have previously
studied phase-controlled single-photon routing between two
waveguides.[46] Recent reports show that single-photon non-
reciprocal transport can be realized by manipulating the phase
differences between coupling strengths arising from the multi-
point coupling between giant atoms and the waveguide.[47]

The phase difference, together with energy dissipation, leads
to chiral coupling between the giant atom and the waveg-
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uide. Subsequently, several papers reported the realization of
nonreciprocal single-photon scattering based on the coupling
between giant atoms and waveguides.[35,48–55] Many quan-
tum devices, including quantum routers[41,42] and frequency-
tunable single-photon diodes,[56] have been proposed. How-
ever, most of these results are based on the two-point coupling
model. Multi-point coupling can provide additional interac-
tion channels between the giant atom and the waveguide, al-
lowing the system to exhibit richer physical phenomena. For
example, it can produce broad photonic band gaps.[57] The
steady-state entanglement between two giant atoms can also
be enhanced by increasing the number of coupling points.[58]

Recently, Xu and Guo[59] investigated chirality, nonreciproc-
ity, and symmetries for a giant atom with multi-point cou-
pling. Here, we further investigate phase-controlled single-
photon transport in a giant-atom–waveguide system. We show
that the full width at half maximum (FWHM) of the scattering
spectra and the positions of the peaks can be well controlled
by the phase differences between the coupling strengths. The
conditions for realizing perfect nonreciprocity in the transmis-
sion spectra are also analyzed. Furthermore, we show that the
single-photon scattering spectra can be strongly affected by
the time delay induced by photon propagation.

2. Model and Hamiltonian of the system
The system considered in this paper is shown in Fig. 1.

A giant atom with an excited state |e〉 and a ground state
|g〉 is coupled to a waveguide at positions x = xm. The cou-
pling strengths at x = xm are denoted as ge iφm , where g is a
real constant and φm represents the phase. The local coupling
phases φm can be introduced through Josephson-junction loops
threaded by external magnetic fluxes in superconducting quan-
tum devices.[19]

|e>

|g>

x/ x/d x/↼N↩↽d x/↼N↩↽d

geiφ1 geiφ2 geiφ(N-1) geiφN

Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the system considered in this paper. A giant
atom couples to a waveguide at N equally spaced points with separation
d. The coupling strength between the giant atom and the waveguide at
each point is denoted as ge iφm .

Under the rotating-wave approximation, the system
Hamiltonian in real space can be written as (h̄ = 1)

HAx = (ωe− iγ)σee +
∫

dxC†
R(x)

(
−ivg

∂

∂x

)
CR(x)

+
∫

dxC†
L(x)

(
ivg

∂

∂x

)
CL(x)

+
N

∑
m=1

∫
dxge iφmδ (x− xm)[C

†
R(x)+C†

L(x)]σge

+
N

∑
m=1

∫
dxge−iφmδ (x− xm)[CR(x)+CL(x)]σeg. (1)

Here, ωe is the transition frequency between |e〉 and |g〉, and
2γ represents the energy loss from |e〉 to the non-waveguide
modes. C†

R(x) (C†
L(x)) denotes the creation operator for a right-

(left-) propagating photon in the waveguide at position x. vg is
the group velocity of the photon in the waveguide, δ (x) is the
Dirac delta function, and σge represents the dipole transition
operator.

Since we consider only a single excitation in the system,
the eigenstate of the Hamiltonian can be written as

|ΨAx〉 =
∫

dxuR(x)C
†
R(x)|0〉+

∫
dxuL(x)C

†
L(x)|0〉

+ueσeg|0〉, (2)

where |0〉 denotes the vacuum state with no photons in the
waveguide and the giant atom in its ground state. uR(x) (uL(x))
is the probability amplitude of the right- (left-) propagating
photon in the waveguide, and ue is the excitation probability
amplitude of the giant atom.

Assuming a single photon incident from the left side of
the waveguide, uR(x) and uL(x) are defined as

uR(x) =


e ikx, x < 0,
tm e ik(x−md), (m−1)d < x < md,
tN e ik(x−Nd), (N−1)d < x,

(3)

uL(x) =


r1 e−ikx, x < 0,
rm+1 e−ik(x−md), (m−1)d < x < md,
0, (N−1)d < x.

(4)

Here, tm e ik(x−md) [rm+1 e−ik(x−md)] denotes the right- (left-)
propagating photon in the region between x j and x j+1, and t j

and r j are coefficients to be determined. Substituting Eqs. (3)
and (4) into the Schrödinger equation H|Ek〉= Ek|Ek〉, we ob-
tain

tm e−ikd− tm−1 + i
ge iφmu

vg
= 0, (5)

rm+1 e ikd− rm− i
ge iφmu

vg
= 0, (6)

∑
m

ge−iφm(tm−1 + rm)− (∆ + iγ)u = 0, (7)

where ∆ =ω−ωe, and t0 = 1, rN+1 = 0 are defined. The trans-
mission and reflection coefficients of the system are given by
tl = tN e−ikNd and r = r1, respectively. The subscript l denotes
a single photon incident from the left of the waveguide. From
Eqs. (5)–(7), after straightforward algebra, one obtains

tl =
∆ −∆ls + i(γ− γin)

∆ −∆ls + i(γ +Γeff)
, (8a)
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r =
−iΓ

N
∑

m=1
e i(m−1)θ+i(φm−φ1)

N
∑

m=1
e i(m−1)θ−i(φm−φ1)

∆ −∆ls + i(γ +Γeff)
,

(8b)

where Γ = g2/vg. The induced decay rate γin, the Lamb shift
∆ls, and the effective decay rate from the giant atom to the
propagating waveguide mode Γeff are given by

γin = 2Γ

N

∑
m>n

[sin(φm−φn)sin((m−n)θ)], (9a)

∆ls = 2Γ

N

∑
m>n

[cos(φm−φn)sin((m−n)θ)], (9b)

Γeff = NΓ +2Γ

N

∑
m>n

[cos(φm−φn)cos((m−n)θ)]. (9c)

Here, θ is the accumulated phase resulting from photon prop-
agation between two adjacent points, given by θ = kd =

τ(ωe +∆) = θ0 + τ∆ . τ = d/vg denotes the photon propa-
gation time between adjacent points, and θ0 = τωe. When τ is
small, the term τ∆ can be neglected, and the system can be re-
garded as in the Markovian regime. However, when τ is large,
the contribution of τ∆ to single-photon scattering must be con-
sidered. In this case, the system enters the non-Markovian
regime. It is straightforward to verify that when φm remains
constant, the results reduce to those in Ref. [57].

Equations (9a)–(9c) indicate that γin, ∆ls, and Γeff depend
strongly on the phases of the coupling strengths. Thus, by ma-
nipulating the phases φm, one can control the single-photon
scattering properties of the system. For convenience, the en-
ergy loss rate γ is neglected temporarily. We set φm+1−φm = φ

in the following calculations. In this case, Eqs. (9a)–(9c) can
be rewritten as

γin = 2Γ

N−1

∑
s=1

[(N− s)sin(sφ)sin(sθ)], (10a)

∆ls = 2Γ

N−1

∑
s=1

[(N− s)cos(sφ)sin(sθ)], (10b)

Γeff = NΓ +2Γ

N−1

∑
s=1

[(N− s)cos(sφ)cos(sθ)]. (10c)

3. Phase-controlled single-photon transport in
the Markovian regime

3.1. Two-point coupling model

We first consider a two-point coupling model, corre-
sponding to the case θ ≈ θ0. To reveal the influence of φ ,
we analyze the two-point coupling configuration based on
Eqs. (8a) and (8b). The transmission and reflection amplitudes
are obtained as follows:

tl2p =
∆ −2Γ cosφ sinθ − i2Γ sinφ sinθ

∆ −2Γ cosφ sinθ + i2Γ (1+ cosφ cosθ)
, (11a)

r2p =
−iΓ [1+ e i(θ+φ)][1+ e i(θ−φ)]

∆ −2Γ cosφ sinθ + i2Γ (1+ cosφ cosθ)
. (11b)

The induced decay, Lamb shift, and effective decay
rate for the two-point coupling model are given by γin =

2Γ sinθ sinφ , ∆ls2p = 2Γ cosθ cosφ , and Γeff2p = 2Γ (1 +

cosθ cosφ), respectively. In the following, we discuss how to
manipulate the single-photon scattering properties by tuning θ

and φ .
(1) When θ = pπ , one finds that γin = ∆ls2p = 0. The

induced decay and Lamb shift vanish and are independent of
φ in this condition. However, Γeff2p = 2Γ (1+ cosα), which
is controlled by the phase φ , where α = pπ −φ . The single-
photon transmission (Tl2p ≡ |tl|2) and reflection (R2p ≡ |r|2)
probabilities are expressed as

Tl2p =
∆ 2

∆ 2 +[2Γ (1+ cosα)]2
, (12a)

R2p =
[2Γ (1+ cosα)]2

∆ 2 +[2Γ (1+ cosα)]2
. (12b)

It is shown that R2p exhibits a standard Lorentzian lineshape
centered at ∆ = 0, with a FWHM of 4Γ (1 + cosα), while
T2p displays an anti-Lorentzian profile. Interestingly, when
α = pπ − φ = 2nπ , where n is an integer, cosα reaches its
maximum value of 1. Consequently, Γeff2p = 4Γ = 22Γ , and
the FWHM of the transmission spectrum becomes 8Γ . The
scattering spectra are thus superbroaded, as shown in Fig. 2(a).
Conversely, when α = pπ−φ = (2n+1)π , Γeff2p = 0, indicat-
ing that the giant atom effectively decouples from the waveg-
uide due to quantum interference between the two photonic
paths, resulting in T = 1.

Figure 2 presents R2p as a function of ∆ and φ for θ = 2π

(a) and θ = π (b). It clearly demonstrates that the scattering
spectra are symmetric with respect to ∆ for fixed φ . This sym-
metry originates from the disappearance of the Lamb shift.
Figures 2(e) and 2(f) show cross-sections of (a) and (b), re-
spectively, exhibiting standard Lorentzian profiles centered at
∆ = 0. These results indicate that the width of the scattering
spectra can be strongly manipulated by controlling φ .

(2) When θ = (p + 1/2)π , one obtains γin =

(−1)p2Γ sinφ , ∆ls2p = (−1)p2Γ cosφ , and Γeff2p = 2Γ . Ac-
cordingly, Tl and R are expressed as

Tl2p =
(∆ ±2Γ cosφ)2 +4Γ 2 sin2

φ

(∆ ±2Γ cosφ)2 +4Γ 2 , (13a)

R2p =
4Γ 2 cos2 φ

(∆ ±2Γ cosφ)2 +4Γ 2 . (13b)

The reflection spectrum exhibits a Lorentzian profile cen-
tered at ∆ = ∓2Γ cosφ , with an FWHM of 8Γ . The peak
value of R can be significantly tuned by adjusting φ . When
φ = (p+1/2)π , R vanishes and T reaches unity due to quan-
tum interference, implying perfect transmission. For φ = qπ ,
where q is an even integer, R reaches its maximum value of
1 at ∆ = 2Γ , while for odd q, R = 1 occurs at ∆ = −2Γ , as
shown in Figs. 2(c) and 2(d). Therefore, by adjusting φ and Γ ,
one can control the position of the reflection peak, achieving
either a redshift or a blueshift in the scattering spectra.
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0 0 0 0

∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ

∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ

Fig. 2. Single-photon reflection spectra controlled by the phase difference φ between the coupling strengths for N = 2. The calculated parameters
are θ = 2π (a), θ = π (b), θ = π/2 (c), and θ = 3π/2 (d). Panels (e)–(h) are extracted from (a)–(d), respectively. In all calculations, Γ = 10−5ωe.

3.2. N-point coupling model

Equations (10c) to (20a) show that when θ = 2pπ and
φ = 2qπ , or θ = (2p+ 1)π and φ = (2q+ 1)π , where p and
q are integers, one has Γeff = N2Γ , which is analogous to the
case of superradiance. Since the width of the scattering spectra
strongly depends on Γeff, this situation can thus be considered
as a case of superbroadening. Furthermore, when θ = 2pπ

and φ = 2π/N, Γeff = 0, and the incident photon transmits with
unit probability. Therefore, this case can be regarded as a sub-
broadening of the scattering spectra.

By substituting Eqs. (10b), (10c), and (20a) into Eqs. (8a)
and (8b), one obtains the analytical expressions of the scatter-
ing probabilities for the N-point coupling model with phase-
dependent coupling strengths. When N = 3, θ = pπ , and
∆ls = γin = 0, we have Γeff = Γ (3 + 2cosφ + cos2φ). The

reflection and transmission probabilities are given by

Tl3p =
∆ 2

∆ 2 +[Γ (3+2cosφ + cos2φ)]2
, (14a)

R3p =
[Γ (3+2cosφ + cos2φ)]2

∆ 2 +[Γ (3+2cosφ + cos2φ)]2
. (14b)

The reflection spectra also show a standard Lorentzian line-
shape with a FWHM of 2Γeff. When φ = 2π , Γeff = 32Γ =

9Γ . The reflection spectra are superbroadened, as shown in
Figs. 3(a) and 3(c). However, when φ = 2π/3, one obtains
Γeff = 0, and the reflection probabilities remain zero. Thus,
for the case of θ = 2π , one can control the resonant photon
from being perfectly reflected to being perfectly transmitted
by adjusting the phase φ .

0.20.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

-9 90
0
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0.20.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

0
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2

-9 90
0

0.5

1.0

R

-9 90

0.5

1.0

R

0
-9 90

(a) (b)
(c)  (d)

0.20.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.20.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

0

1

2
(e)

0

1

2
(f) (g) (h)

0

0.5

1.0

R

0

0.5

1.0

R

-100 1000 -100 1000 -100 1000 -100 1000

10

1.0 1.0

1.01.0

∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ

∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ ∆/Γ

Fig. 3. Single-photon reflection spectra controlled by φ . In panels (a) and (b), N = 3 with θ = 2π and θ = π/2, respectively. Panels (c) and (d)
are extracted from panels (a) and (b), respectively. In panels (e) and (f), N = 10 with θ = 2π and θ = π/2, respectively. Panels (g) and (h) are
extracted from panels (e) and (f), respectively. In all calculations, Γ = 10−5ωe.
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When θ = pπ + π/2, γin, ∆ls, and Γeff are given by
γin =(−1)p4Γ sinφ , ∆ls3p =(−1)p4Γ cosφ , and Γeff3p = 3Γ +

(−1)p+1 cos2φ . Therefore, the position of the reflection spec-
tra at which the maximum value is reached can be controlled
by tuning φ . When φ = 2π , the reflection spectra reach their
maximum value of 1 at ∆ = ∆ls = 4Γ . However, when φ = π ,
this maximum shifts to ∆ = −4Γ , as shown in Figs. 3(b) and
3(d).

When the number of coupling points increases to 10, the
behavior of the scattering properties remains similar to that
in the case of N = 3, as displayed in Figs. 3(e)–3(h). It is
found that Γeff increases to 102Γ = 100Γ under the condition
θ = φ = 2π . The FWHM of the reflection spectra is 200Γ ,
as shown in Figs. 3(e) and 3(g). When φ = 2π/10 = π/5,
Γeff = 0, and the incident photon transmits freely. Thus, for
θ = 2π , the single-photon transport can be tuned continuously
from full reflection to complete transmission by manipulating
the phase φ .

4. Nonreciprocal single-photon transmission
We now discuss how to realize nonreciprocal single-

photon transmission in this system. When a single photon is
incident from the right side of the waveguide, the transmission
amplitude tr is given by

tr =
∆ −∆ls + i(γ + γin)

∆ −∆ls + i(γ +Γeff)
. (15)

The corresponding transmission probability Tr is

Tr =
(∆ −∆ls)

2 +(γ + γin)
2

(∆ −∆ls)2 +(γ +Γeff)2 . (16)

To quantitatively describe the nonreciprocal single-
photon transmission, we define ∆T = |Tl−Tr|. When ∆T = 1,

perfect single-photon isolation is achieved, while ∆T = 0 cor-
responds to reciprocal transmission. After some straightfor-
ward algebra, ∆T can be expressed as

∆T =
4γ|γin|

(∆ −∆ls)2 +(γ +Γeff)2 . (17)

It is evident that γ plays a crucial role in realizing perfect
nonreciprocity. When γ = 0, ∆T always equals zero, and the
nonreciprocity vanishes. Similarly, when |γin| = 0, the trans-
mission is reciprocal, implying that the nonreciprocity disap-
pears for θ = pπ or φ = pπ . The conditions for achieving
perfect nonreciprocity can be obtained as

∆ = ∆ls, (18a)

4γ|γin|= (γ +Γeff)
2. (18b)

Under these conditions, ∆T = 1, and perfect nonrecipro-
cal transmission is realized. The physical mechanism under-
lying this effect can be explained as follows: when the single
photon is incident from one direction, it is absorbed by the
atom and then re-emitted into free space, resulting in no re-
flection or transmission. In contrast, when the photon is in-
cident from the opposite direction, it is transmitted with unit
probability.

For the two-point coupling model, the conditions for
achieving perfect nonreciprocity become ∆ = ∆ls and

8γΓ sinθ sinφ = [γ +2Γ (1+ cosθ cosφ)]2, (19)

which are consistent with previous reports. It shows that when
θ = φ = π/2 and γ = 2Γ , ∆T = 1 at ∆ = 0, indicating that
perfect nonreciprocity is achieved.
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Fig. 4. Nonreciprocal single-photon scattering in the Markovian regime. Panels (a) and (e) show ∆T varying with frequency detuning ∆ and γ

for N = 3 and N = 10, respectively. Panels (b) and (c) are extracted from (a) at φ = π/6 and φ = 5π/6, respectively, with γ = 2Γ . Panels (f) and
(g) are extracted from (e) at φ = π/2 and φ = 3π/2, respectively, with γ = 50Γ . Panels (d) and (h) show ∆T varying with φ and γ at ∆ = ∆ls for
N = 3 and N = 10, respectively.
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For the three-point coupling model, when θ = π/2, φ =

(p± 1/6)π , and γ = 2Γ , one obtains ∆T = 1 at ∆ = 2
√

3Γ

[for φ = (2p± 1/6)π] or at ∆ = −2
√

3Γ [for φ = (2p+ 1±
1/6)π]. With the increase in the number of coupling points,
the corresponding values of γ and φ that yield perfect nonre-
ciprocal single-photon transmission can be determined from
the condition 4γ|γin|= (γ +Γeff)

2.
For the case of N = 10, it shows that ∆T = 1 at ∆ = 0

when θ = π/2 and φ = ±π/2 with γ = 50Γ . Figure 4 illus-
trates the dependence of ∆T on γ and φ for N = 3 and N = 10,
showing that the simulated results are in excellent agreement
with the theoretical analysis.

5. Phase-controlled single-photon scattering in
the non-Markovian regime
When the time delay becomes significant such that the

term τ∆ cannot be neglected, the system dynamics enter the
non-Markovian regime. In this regime, the single-photon scat-
tering behavior is strongly modified, and the nonreciprocal
scattering properties are also influenced by the time delay.

In the Markovian case, for θ = kπ , one always has ∆T = 0
due to γin = 0. However, in the non-Markovian regime, ∆T

may deviate from zero as a result of the time-delay effect. This
indicates that the time delay itself can induce single-photon
nonreciprocity. Moreover, the degree of nonreciprocity can be
further tuned by adjusting the phase difference φ .

The conditions for achieving perfect nonreciprocity re-
main ∆ = ∆ls and 4γ|γin| = (γ +Γeff)

2. However, in the non-
Markovian regime, all three parameters — γin, ∆ls, and Γeff

— become functions of τ∆ and are thus modified by the time
delay.

Figure 5 illustrates ∆T and the reflection spectra in the
non-Markovian regime with τΓ = π/4. Both ∆T and R ex-
hibit oscillatory behavior as functions of ∆ , which is in sharp
contrast to the Markovian case. For N = 3 and φ = π/6, ∆T
reaches its maximum at ∆ ≈−4Γ , differing from the Marko-
vian case where the maximum occurs at ∆ = 4Γ . Therefore,
in the non-Markovian regime, the conditions for perfect non-
reciprocity should be determined using Eqs. (18a) and (18b).

For N = 10 with θ = φ = π/2, ∆T displays nearly pe-
riodic oscillations with respect to ∆ , as shown in Fig. 5(d),
with a period of approximately 4.04Γ . This property could be
utilized to design single-photon diodes operating at different
frequencies.
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Fig. 5. ∆T varying with ∆ and φ in the non-Markovian regime for N = 3 (a) and N = 10 (d). In the calculations, τΓ = π/4 and θ = π/2. Panels
(b) and (e) are extracted from (a) and (d), respectively, at φ = π/2 and φ = π/6. Panels (c) and (f) show the reflection spectra for N = 3 and
N = 10, respectively. γ = 2Γ is used in panel (a) and γ = 50Γ in panel (d).

6. Discussion
In the previous sections, we assumed that all separations

between coupling points were equal. In this part, we examine
the influence of unequal separations. In this case, the parame-
ters γin, ∆ls, and Γeff are given by

γin = 2Γ

N

∑
m>n

[sin(φm−φn)sink(xm− xn)], (20a)

∆ls = 2Γ

N

∑
m>n

[cos(φm−φn)sink(xm− xn)], (20b)

Γeff = NΓ +2Γ

N

∑
m>n

[cos(φm−φn)cosk(xm− xn)]. (20c)

To illustrate the effects of unequal separations more
clearly, we consider the three-point model as an example.
As noted previously, when θ = π/2, φ = (p± 1/6)π , and
γ = 2Γ , one obtains ∆T = 1 at ∆ = 2

√
3Γ . Now, we set

θ1 = k(x2− x1) = θ −∆θ and θ2 = k(x3− x2) = θ +∆θ .
Figure 6 shows the influence of ∆θ on ∆T . When ∆θ is

less than 0.1π , ∆T remains above 0.95. However, when ∆θ
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reaches 0.2π , ∆T decreases to approximately 0.8. These re-
sults indicate that precise control of the separations is crucial
for realizing quantum phenomena.
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Fig. 6. ∆T varying with ∆ for ∆θ = 0.1π (blue solid line) and ∆θ = 0.2π

(red dashed line) in panel (a). ∆T as a function of ∆θ at ∆ = 2
√

3Γ is
shown in panel (b). In the calculations, N = 3 and θ = φ = π/2.

7. Summary

We have investigated the single-photon scattering proper-
ties of a giant atom interacting with a waveguide at multiple
coupling points. The phase differences between the coupling
strengths play a crucial role in controlling the single-photon
scattering properties, including the FWHM of the scattering
spectra and the positions of the peaks. By adjusting these
phase differences, the reflection spectra can be made super-
broadened or subbroadened. The conditions for realizing per-
fect nonreciprocal single-photon transmission are presented
for the multiple-point coupling model. When the decay of
the giant atom is non-negligible, perfect nonreciprocal trans-
mission can still be achieved by properly manipulating both
the phase differences and the decay rate of the giant atom.
In the non-Markovian regime, single-photon scattering spec-
tra and nonreciprocal behavior can also be controlled through
the phase differences of the coupling strengths. The results of
this work may provide guidance for designing single-photon
devices based on giant atoms.
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