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Pressure-induced phase transitions in the Zr𝑋𝑌 (𝑋 = Si, Ge, Sn;
𝑌 = S, Se, Te) family compounds

Qun Chen(陈群)1, Juefei Wu(吴珏霏)2, Tong Chen(陈统)1, Xiaomeng Wang(王晓梦)1, Chi Ding(丁弛)1,
Tianheng Huang(黄天衡)1, Qing Lu(鲁清)1, and Jian Sun(孙建)1,†
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Pressure is an effective and clean way to modify the electronic structures of materials, cause structural phase transi-
tions and even induce the emergence of superconductivity. Here, we predicted several new phases of the ZrXY family at
high pressures using the crystal structures search method together with first-principle calculations. In particular, the ZrGeS
compound undergoes an isosymmetric phase transition from P4/nmm-I to P4/nmm-II at approximately 82 GPa. Electronic
band structures show that all the high-pressure phases are metallic. Among these new structures, P4/nmm-II ZrGeS and
P4/mmm ZrGeSe can be quenched to ambient pressure with superconducting critical temperatures of approximately 8.1 K
and 8.0 K, respectively. Our study provides a way to tune the structure, electronic properties, and superconducting behavior
of topological materials through pressure.

Keywords: high pressure, ZrXY (X = Si, Ge, Sn; Y = S, Se, Te) family, phase transition, superconducting
temperature

PACS: 61.50.Ks, 68.35.Gy, 74.25.−q DOI: 10.1088/1674-1056/ac5989

1. Introduction

Topological semimetals (TSMs) with nontrivial band
structures have been extensively studied due to their
exotic properties, such as large magnetoresistance,[1–7]

high charge carrier mobility,[1–7] and potential topolog-
ical superconductivity.[8–11] Based on the degeneracy of
the band crossing points and their distribution in the
Brillouin zone, these TSMs can be classified as Dirac
semimetals,[12–15] Weyl semimetals,[1,3,5,16–21] topological
nodal-line semimetals,[22–29] etc. The band crossing points
of Dirac semimetals are fourfold degenerate, while Weyl
semimetals have doubly degenerated band crossing points. For
topological nodal-line semimetals, the band crossing points
create closed loops instead of separated points in the Brillouin
zone. Among topological materials, ZrXY (X = Si, Ge, Sn;
Y = S, Se, Te) has been studied intensively.[24,30–46] Materi-
als of the ZrXY family usually host two types of Dirac states,
i.e., the nodal-line state doubly protected by mirror and in-
version symmetry and the two-dimensional (2D) Dirac state
protected by nonsymmorphic symmetry. In addition, different
members have diversified properties. For instance, ZrSiS has
a large, anisotropic magnetoresistance, which can be as high
as 1.4×105% at 2 K and 9 T.[47]

On the other hand, pressure plays an important role in
the phase transition of matter. It provides an easy and clean
way to force a structural transition of materials without con-
tamination by impurities,[48–50] and provides an effective way

of synthesizing new materials.[51] Pressure-driven structural
phase transitions are often accompanied by variations in elec-
tronic structures, resulting in different physical properties. For
instance, pressure has been successfully adopted to induce su-
perconductivity in topological materials[10,52] and phase tran-
sitions with new topological properties.[53] ZrXY family mem-
bers also have novel properties under high pressure. For in-
stance, ZrSiS was found to have lattice distortion induced by
inhomogeneous compression under nonuniform hydrostatic
pressure,[40] and ZrSiTe was found to have a drastic change
in the electronic band structure under pressure.[54]

However, the existing works on the ZrXY family have
been performed at relatively low pressure. Here, we system-
atically studied the entire ZrXY family, including X = Si, Ge,
Sn and Y = S, Se, Te, and extended the pressure range up
to 200 GPa. We found several new phases and then studied
their electronic and superconducting properties. For instance,
ZrGeS undergoes an isosymmetric phase transition from the
ambient P4/nmm structure to a new P4/nmm-II phase. In ad-
dition, we also found a new phase called the P4/mmm phase.
Remarkably, the phonon dispersion calculation results show
that the P4/mmm phase of ZrGeSe and the P4/nmm-II phase
of ZrGeS may be quenchable to ambient pressure. Inter-
estingly, the estimated superconducting critical temperatures
(Tc) of P4/mmm-ZrGeSe and P4/nmm-II-ZrGeS are 8.1 K and
8.0 K at 0 GPa, respectively.
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2. Computational method
We used the machine-learning and graph theory acceler-

ated structure searching (Magus) code[55,56] combined with ab
initio calculations to search for the stable structures of ZrXY
at 50 GPa, 100 GPa, 150 GPa, 200 GPa. The Magus code has
demonstrated success in predicting the high-pressure struc-
tures of various systems.[50,51,57] We performed structure opti-
mizations and calculations of enthalpy, mechanical properties,
and electronic structures using the projector augmented wave
(PAW)[58] method in the Vienna ab initio simulation package
(VASP)[59] and the Perdew–Burke–Ernzerhof (PBE)[60] gen-
eralized gradient approximation (GGA) exchange–correlation
density functional. Electronic localization functions (ELF)
calculated by VASP were displayed by visualization for elec-
tronic structural analysis (VESTA).[61] Structures were re-
laxed with a high accuracy plane-wave basis energy cutoff
of 400 eV. The k-mesh spacing of Brillouin zone is 2π ×
0.025 Å−1. Phonon modes and frequencies of the struc-
tures were calculated by the finite displacement method imple-
mented in the PHONOPY[62] code. The elastic constants were
determined by the linear-response stress–strain method, as im-
plemented in the VASP code, and the bulk and shear mod-
uli were calculated based on Voigt averaging.[63] The Vickers
hardness was computed by the model of Chen et al.[64] We ap-
plied a 2× 2× 2 supercell to calculate the force constants of
all structures. Quantum Espresso (QE) code[65] was used to
calculate the electron–phonon coupling constants and Tc using
an energy cutoff of 120 Ry. The surface states were obtained
by constructing the maximally localized Wannier functions[66]

and using the surface Green function approach,[67] as imple-
mented in the WANNIERTOOLS package.[68] We adopted
10 × 10 × 4 and 8 × 8 × 4 k-point mesh for charge self-
consistent calculation, 20× 20× 8 and 16× 16× 8 k-point
mesh for electron–phonon coupling (EPC) linewidth integra-
tion, and 5× 5× 2 and 4× 4× 2 q-point mesh for dynamical
matrices of P4/nmm-II and P4/mmm structures, respectively.

3. High pressure structures

The most stable phase of all compounds in the ZrXY fam-
ily at 0 GPa is P4/nmm, as shown in Fig. 1(a). The P4/nmm
phase of the ZrXY family shows a tetragonal structure formed
by the stacking of X–Zr–Y –Y –Zr layers.[69]

We then performed crystal structure searches for the
ZrXY family at 50 GP, 100 GP, 150 GP, and 200 GP, and sev-
eral new structures were found. The enthalpy difference of
given structures is compared with the P4/nmm phase (ground
state at 0 GPa). Combining the search results and enthalpy
calculations, we successfully identified four new structures at
given pressures. As shown in Fig. 1, they are the Cmcm (space
group No. 63) structure, the so-called P4/nmm-II structure
(space group No. 129), the Imm2 structure (space group
No. 44), and the P4/mmm structure (space group No. 123).
The enthalpy–pressure curves of ZrSiSe, ZrGeS, ZrSiSe, and
ZrGeSe are shown in Fig. 2. We found that the enthalpy–
pressure curves of ZrSiTe, ZrGeTe and ZrSnTe are similar to
those of ZrSiSe. The enthalpy–pressure curves of ZrSiTe, Zr-
GeTe, and ZrSnTe are attached in Fig. S1.

(e)(a)

a b

c

(d)(b)

Zr

X=Si Ge Sn

Y=S Se Te

(c)

Fig. 1. Crystal structures of the high-pressure phases of the ZrXY family: (a) P4/nmm structure, (b) P4/mmm structure, (c) P4/nmm-II structure,
(d) Cmcm structure, (e) Imm2 structure.

It is found that (i) ZrX (X = Si, Ge)Se and ZrX (X =

Si, Ge, Sn)Te have an identical final high-pressure phase, the
P4/mmm phase. The critical pressures of these family mem-
bers are 102 GPa, 110 GPa, 68 GPa, 62 GPa, and 31 GPa.
Because the Zr atom has a relatively large atomic radius,
these X and Y atoms tend to be distributed in the Zr lay-
ers once pressure is applied. Thus, the P4/mmm structure is
formed with such a type of arrangement: X atoms and Y atoms
form a corrugated shape interspersed between two layers of

Zr atoms. (ii) The ZrGeSe compound undergoes a series of
structural phase transitions: P4/nmm→ Imm2→ P4/mmm.
This P4/nmm→ Imm2 phase transition occurred at 87 GPa.
Remarkably, the Imm2 phase has layers formed by puckered
triangular chains of X and Y alternating with layers of square
nets of Zr. Due to the difference in radius between the Ge
and Se atoms, Zr atoms between Ge and Se slightly fluctu-
ate along the Zr plane, which leads to a slightly sparse stack
of atoms. (iii) ZrSiS and ZrGeS have an identical final high-
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pressure phase, the Cmcm phase. The transition pressures are
100 GPa and 123 GPa. Similar to the P4/nmm phase, this
Cmcm phase has two Zr–Y layers sandwiched between two
layers of Si atoms, but its Zr–Y layers have translated half a
lattice along the a-direction accompanied by shortening of the
bond length of the Zr atoms along the b-direction. (iv) As
shown in Fig. 2, ZrGeS undergoes a series of structural phase
transitions: P4/nmm→ P4/nmm-II→ Cmcm. The transition
pressures of P4/nmm→ P4/nmm-II are ∼82 GPa. The high-
pressure P4/nmm-II phase of ZrGeS shows a very similar pat-
tern to the ambient phase, as shown in Fig. 1. Both of them are
P4/nmm symmetry, but the Wyckoff position of the Ge atom
is different, from 2c sites to 2a sites. With the application of
pressure, the Ge atoms tend to slide from the middle of the Zr–
S square to the vertex of the square. Thus, the Ge layer of the
P4/nmm-II structure shifts one-half of the lattice along the a or

b axis, and the two Ge atoms finally form a zig-zag distorted
layer. We thus call this new structure P4/nmm-II. For ZrGeS,
the a and c axes of the ambient P4/nmm structure are 3.25 Å
and 7.15 Å, respectively, while the a and c axes of the P4/nmm-
II structure are 3.07 Å and 7.78 Å, respectively. An isosym-
metric phase transition is one such phase transition in which
the two phases associated with the isosymmetric phase transi-
tion possess the same space group but with different Wyckoff
sites. This kind of phase transition is always found in some
amorphous systems (e.g., liquid–gas transition) or electronic
transitions (metal–insulator, valence transitions).[70–72] All of
these results prove that the P4/nmm to P4/nmm-II phase tran-
sition is an example of an isosymmetric phase transition. The
calculated lattice parameters of these new phases at a given
pressure are listed in Table S1.
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Fig. 2. Calculated enthalpy–pressure relationship with respect to ground state. The enthalpy difference of (a) ZrSiS, (b) ZrGeS, (c) ZrSiSe, and (d) ZrGeSe.

4. Stability and mechanical properties

To determine the dynamic stability of these high-pressure
phases of ZrXY , the phonon dispersion along the high-
symmetry lines was calculated, as shown in Fig. S2.

For all P4/mmm phases, the high-pressure phases show
no imaginary frequency modes, indicating that all of these
phases are dynamically stable at high pressure. Among those
P4/mmm phases, ZrGeSe and ZrSnTe have no imaginary fre-
quency modes down to zero pressure; therefore, they might
be quenched recoverable under ambient conditions. For the

Imm2 phase of ZrGeSe, phonon dispersion after transition also
shows that this is a mechanically stable phase. The Cmcm
phases of ZrSiS and ZrGeS show no imaginary frequency
modes at high pressure. For ZrGeS, the P4/nmm-II phase has
no imaginary frequency at either high pressure or 0 GPa, indi-
cating that this new phase is stable and may be quenchable to
recover at 0 GPa.

As the symmetry remains unchanged during the isosym-
metric phase transition, we want to compare the mechanical
properties of ZrGeS before and after phase transformation.
Through crystal symmetry analysis, we have six independent
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elastic constants, namely, C11, C12, C13, C33, C44, and C66 as
for these two tetragonal phases.[73] Within the Voigt–Reuss–
Hill (VRH) approximation,[63] the macroscopic bulk moduli
(B) and shear moduli (G) of a polycrystalline material can
be estimated using the elastic constants of the single crystal
mentioned in the preceding paragraph. Furthermore, Young’s
modulus (Y ) and Poisson’s ratio (ν) of the polycrystalline ma-
terial can be written in terms of B and G as

Y =
9BG

(3B+G)
, (1)

ν =
(3B−2G)

2(3B+G)
. (2)

Meanwhile, the average sound wave of the polycrystalline
materials can also be calculated as

v̄m =

[
1
3

(
2
v̄3

t
+

1
v̄3

l

)]− 1
3
, (3)

v̄l =

(
B+4G/3

ρ

) 1
2
, (4)

v̄t = (G/ρ)
1
2 . (5)

The Debye temperature of the materials can be estimated from

ΘD =
h
kB

[
3n
4π

(
NAρ

M

)] 1
3

v̄m, (6)

where h is Planck’s constant, kB is Boltzmann’s constant, NA

is Avogadro’s number, ρ is the density, M is the molecular
weight, and n is the number of atoms per unit cell.

The hardness of these phases at given pressure is defined
as

Hv = 2
(
k2G

)0.585−3, (7)

where k = G/B is the ratio of the shear modulus to the bulk
modulus.

All calculated elastic constants are presented in Table 1.
They are positive and obey the Born criterion of mechanical
stability.[63] Table 1 indicates that the Ci j values of this system

are well above the limit of the elastic stability, i.e., C11 > |C12|,
2C32 <C33 (C11+C12), and C44 > 0. We can see that the hard-
ness of the P4/nmm-II phase is 2.71 GPa at 0 Gpa, 1.64 GPa
at 90 GPa, which is smaller than that of the P4/nmm phase. To
understand the inner principle of this intriguing phenomenon,
we calculated the ELF of ZrGeS at 90 GPa with the P4/nmm
phase and P4/nmm-II phase. In Fig. 3, we show some planes of
ELF of the given unit cell while concealing some unnecessary
atoms for simplicity and intuition. From the ELF, we can see
that the electrons are well localized around the Zr and S atoms,
showing good metallicity. However, the electron distribution
in the Ge layer changes. In the P4/nmm and P4/nmm-II phases,
the electrons between Ge atoms formed covalent bonds. Com-
pared with the P4/nmm phase, the electron distribution density
of the P4/nmm-II phase decreases with the prolongation of the
bonds, resulting in the weakening of the bond strength. Addi-
tionally, the shortening of the Ge–S distance changes the elec-
tron distribution between the Ge and S atoms, leading to more
metallic bonding. Combining the two aspects above, the soft-
ening of the P4/nmm-II phase along the a-axis after the phase
transition is comprehensible with the P4/nmm phase.

Zr

  S

 Ge

(a) (b)

1

0

(c) (d)

Fig. 3. ELF of ZrGeS at 90 GPa (a), (b) P4/nmm phase; (c), (d) P4/nmm-II
phase.

Table 1. Calculated elastic constants (Ci j), bulk modulus (BH), shear modulus (GH), and Young’s modulus (Y ) in GPa as well as the Debye
temperature (ΘD), Poisson’s ratio (ν) of ZrGeS-P4/nmm and ZrGeS-P4/nmm-II at 0 and 90 GPa.

Phase (pressure) C11 C12 C13 C33 C44 C66 BH (GPa) GH (GPa) Y (GPa) ν ΘD (K) Hv

ZrGeS-P4/nmm (0 GPa) 222.4 76.4 61.4 234.4 79.0 101.3 126.9 83.5 205.6 0.230 468.6 13.3
ZrGeS-P4/nmm-II (0 GPa) 217.5 82.2 62.2 213.9 67.1 95.3 125.9 74.9 187.6 0.252 443.4 10.6
ZrGeS-P4/nmm (90 GPa) 680.7 416.7 254.7 808.1 197.6 371.4 507.1 222.9 583.3 0.308 728.8 15.1
ZrGeS-P4/nmm-II (90 GPa) 638.5 396.0 288.3 765.0 243.3 332.6 552.9 223.7 591.5 0.322 727.3 13.4

5. Electronic properties

The electronic properties of the newly predicted ZrXY
are also investigated by calculating their electronic density of
states (DOS) and band structures. The results show that all
of these newly founded structures are metallic. We show the
electronic band structures and DOS of the P4/nmm-II phase of

ZrGeS and the P4/mmm phase of ZrGeSe in Fig. 4. The band
structures and DOS of the remaining newly discovered phase
are attached in Fig. S3. For the P4/nmm-II phase of ZrGeS,
the DOS near the Fermi level mainly originates from the 4d
orbital of Zr, while the contributions from the 4p orbital of
Ge and S are quite small. The P4/mmm structures of all com-
pounds exhibit similar band structures at high pressure. Like-
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wise, the DOS near the Fermi level mainly originates from Zr
atoms, while the contributions from X and Y atoms are small.
The total DOS at the Fermi level is found to increase in both
IV A and VI A groups as the X atoms move from Si to Ge

and Y atoms move from Se to Te. We also calculated the sur-
face states of ZrGeS and ZrGeSe, and the results show strong
metallic behavior. We showed the surface states of ZrGeS at 0
and 90 GPa in Fig. S5.
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Fig. 4. Calculated band structure. (a), (b) Band structures of the P4/nmm-II structure of ZrGeS at 0 GPa and 90 GPa. (c), (d) Band structures of the P4/mmm
structure of ZrGeSe at 0 GPa and 120 GPa.

6. Superconductivity
Considering that the metallic high-pressure P4/nmm-II

phase of ZrGeS and the P4/mmm phase of ZrGeSe remain sta-
ble at 0 GPa, we studied the superconducting properties of
ZrGeS and ZrGeSe.

The superconducting critical temperature (Tc) is
estimated using the modified Allen–Dynes McMillan
equation[74,75]

TC =
ωlog

1.2
exp
[
−1.04(1+λ )

λ −µ∗(1+0.62λ )

]
. (8)

The electron–phonon coupling constant (λ ) can be evalu-
ated using the relation

λ = 2
∫

α2F (ω)

ω
dω. (9)

The Eliashberg spectral function α2F is given as

α
2F (ω) =

1
2πN (EF)

∑
γq j

ωq j
δ (h̄ω− h̄ωq j) , (10)

where ωlog and µ∗ represent the logarithmically averaged

phonon frequency and Coulomb pseudopotential, respectively.

We showed the α2F(ω) and accumulated EPC strength

λ (ω) of these two structures at 0 GPa and transition pressure,

respectively, for comparison. We also plotted the phonon dis-

persion and linewidth of the phonon spectrum.

056201-5

http://cpb.iphy.ac.cn/EN/10.1088/1674-1056/ac5989


Chin. Phys. B 31, 056201 (2022)

Zr
Ge
Se

.G X M GZ R A Z
0

100

200

300

F
re

q
u
e
n
c
y
 (

c
m

-
1
)

F
re

q
u
e
n
c
y
 (

c
m

-
1
)

F
re

q
u
e
n
c
y
 (

c
m

-
1
)

F
re

q
u
e
n
c
y
 (

c
m

-
1
)

  G X M GZ R A

0

100

200

300

400

500

Zr
Ge
Se

 ..Z

G X M GZ R A Z

0

100

200

300

400
(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Zr
Ge
S

α2
F(ω)
λ

α2
F(ω)
λ

α2
F(ω)
λ

α2
F(ω)
λ

.. G X M GZ R A
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

 .

Zr
Ge
S

 .Z  .

Fig. 5. Phonon spectra (left), phonon density of states projected onto selected atoms (middle), α2F(ω) and accumulated EPC strength λ (ω) (right).
The size of the circles on the phonon dispersion is proportional to the EPC strength. (a) and (b) P4/nmm-II structures of ZrGeS at 0 GPa and 90 GPa.
(c) and (d) P4/mmm structures of ZrGeSe at 0 GPa and 120 GPa.

For ZrGeS, the phonon DOS is separated into two regions
at both pressures. The low-frequency modes (0–200 cm−1) at
0 GPa and (0–363 cm−1) at 90 GPa are associated with vi-
brations of heavy Zr and Ge atoms, while the high-frequency
branches (220–330 cm−1) at 0 GPa and (380–525 cm−1) at
90 GPa mainly originate from S atoms. The high-frequency
part of phonon DOS is slightly different at 0 GPa and 90 GPa.
At 90 GPa, the high-frequency part contains a small portion
of Zr atom vibrations, which cannot be neglected, while at
0 GPa, almost all high-frequency phonon DOSs arise from S
atoms. This is understandable because at high pressure, the
shorter in-plane bond of Zr and S gives the relatively larger
phonon DOS of Zr. From the phonon dispersion, it can be
seen that when the pressure drops, the phonon modes are soft-
ened without a significant change in shape. Meanwhile, the
EPC strength contributed by the low frequency at 0 GPa is
stronger than that at 90 GPa. From Figs. 5(a) and 5(b), we
can tell that almost all of the phonon modes contribute to λ at
0 GPa and 90 GPa. In contrast, high-frequency phonon modes
at 0 GPa contribute approximately 20% to the total λ , while
at 90 GPa, high-frequency phonon modes contribute approx-
imately 34% of λ . Although high-frequency phonon modes
contribute more at high pressure, their Tc drops as all the spec-
tra harden. Our theoretical analysis provides the estimation of
EPC λ = 0.75, logarithmic average frequency ωlog = 197 K,
and Tc = 8.10 K with a commonly used Coulomb repulsion
coefficient of µ∗ = 0.1 at 0 GPa. At high pressure, the
phonon dispersion hardened, and combined with shrinkage of

the phonon dispersion linewidth, Tc decreased to 1.48 K at
90 GPa with λ = 0.395, ωlog = 380 K.

For ZrGeSe, our theoretical analysis provides the estima-
tion of λ = 0.75, ωlog = 197.6 K, Tc = 8.04 K with µ∗ = 0.1
at 0 GPa, while at 90 GPa, λ = 0.337, ωlog = 348.4 K,
Tc = 0.47 K. For phonon DOS, unlike ZrGeS, all the atoms
are involved in the entire frequency range. This is consistent
with the expectations of the relatively strong bonding of Zr,
Ge, and Se atoms. From Figs. 5(c) and 5(d), we can clearly
see that as the pressure drops, both the phonon dispersion and
phonon DOS are greatly altered. The phonon DOS of ZrGeSe
at 120 GPa in the high-frequency region at approximately
384 cm−1 accounts for a relatively large portion of the to-
tal phonon DOS. As pressure drops, the phonon DOS of these
high-frequency regions has mostly changed, except for two en-
ergy regions: one is approximately 220 cm−1 of Se and the
other is 204 cm−1 of Zr and Ge. From the phonon dispersion,
it can be seen that some modes of ZrGeSe are significantly
softened, especially along the G–X–M–G path. The largest e–
ph coupling values occur for X(0,0.5,0) and G(0,0,0), and
these modes with maximal coupling are depicted in Fig. 6. As
shown in Fig. 6(a), for high symmetry point X , the vibrations
are composed of (I) a relative motion mode of the Zr1 and two
Ge atoms along the c-axis and (II) a mode where the two lay-
ers of Se atoms move in opposite directions along the a-axis.
In Figs. 6(b)–6(d), we display three different modes for high
symmetry point G: Fig. 6(b), Zr1 and Zr2, Ge and Se atoms
relatively vibrate along the (1,1/2,0) direction; Fig. 6(c), Zr1
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and Zr2, Ge and Se atoms relatively vibrate along the b-axis;
Fig. 6(d), Zr1, Se and Ge atoms relatively vibrate along the
c-axis. These modes shift from ∼ 200 cm−1 at 90 GPa to
∼ 50 cm−1 at 0 GPa. We can then distinguish three regions
in α2F(ω) at 0 GPa: a low-energy region from 29 cm−1 to
79 cm−1, an intermediate region from 79 cm−1 to 196 cm−1,
and a high-energy region from 196 cm−1 to 234 cm−1. We
found that the relative contributions of each region are consid-
erably different. The low-energy modes contribute ∼ 19.5%
of the total λ , intermediate-energy modes contribute ∼ 73%
of λ , and high-energy modes contribute ∼ 7.5% of λ .

a b

c

Zr

Ge

Se

Zr2

Zr1

(a)

a
b

c

(b)

a b

c

a b

c

(c) (d)

Fig. 6. Vibration of the relative motion mode of (a) X and (b–(d) G.

7. Conclusion
We carried out crystal structure predictions of the ZrXY

system under high pressure. Four new structures were found,
namely, P4/nmm-II, Cmcm, Imm2, and P4/mmm. The cal-
culation results of the formation energy, phonon spectra, and
mechanical stability indicate that the high-pressure structures
are stable. The P4/nmm-II structure of ZrGeSe and the
P4/mmm structure of ZrGeSe have no imaginary frequencies
at 0 GPa, which indicates that they may be quenchable to at-
mospheric pressure. The P4/nmm structure of ZrGeS under-
goes an isosymmetric phase transition, and the hardness of
the denser structure is less than that of the initial structure,

which is somewhat anti-intuitive since the hardness usually in-
creases with density. The P4/nmm-II phase of ZrGeS and the
P4/mmm phase of ZrGeSe are superconductors. The Tc of the
two phases gradually increases with decreasing pressure, from
1.5 K at 90 GPa to 8.1 K at 0 GPa and 0.5 K at 90 GPa to 8.0 K
at 0 GPa, respectively. Our study expands the understanding
of ZrXY systems under high-pressure conditions and provides
theoretical guidance and support for high-pressure supercon-
ductivity in this family.
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