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Influence of anisotropy on the electrical conductivity and diffusion
coefficient of dry K-feldspar: Implications of the mechanism of

conduction∗
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The electrical conductivities of single-crystal K-feldspar along three different crystallographic directions are inves-
tigated by the Solartron-1260 Impedance/Gain-phase analyzer at 873 K–1223 K and 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa in a frequency
range of 10−1 Hz–106 Hz. The measured electrical conductivity along the ⊥ [001] axis direction decreases with increas-
ing pressure, and the activation energy and activation volume of charge carriers are determined to be 1.04 ± 0.06 eV and
2.51 ± 0.19 cm3/mole, respectively. The electrical conductivity of K-feldspar is highly anisotropic, and its value along the
⊥ [001] axis is approximately three times higher than that along the ⊥ [100] axis. At 2.0 GPa, the diffusion coefficient of
ionic potassium is obtained from the electrical conductivity data using the Nernst–Einstein equation. The measured electri-
cal conductivity and calculated diffusion coefficient of potassium suggest that the main conduction mechanism is of ionic
conduction, therefore the dominant charge carrier is transferred between normal lattice potassium positions and adjacent
interstitial sites along the thermally activated electric field.

Keywords: electrical conductivity and diffusion coefficient, K-feldspar, anisotropy, conduction mechanism

PACS: 87.15.Pc, 91.25.St, 91.60.Dc, 91.60.Gf DOI: 10.1088/1674-1056/27/2/028703

1. Introduction

The explanation of geomagnetic deep sounding and mag-
netotelluric (MT) data from the deep interiors of earth’s and
other planets’ deep interior relies on the known electrical
properties of minerals and rocks established in the labora-
tory at the relevant temperatures and high pressures.[1–7] The
MT field surveys have found zones of anomalously high
conductivity (∼ 10−2 S/m–10−1 S/m) and highly anisotropic
electrical conductivity in many parts of the lithosphere and
asthenosphere.[8–13] The in-situ measurements of laboratory-
based electrical conductivities of minerals along different
crystallographic axes can help us to explain the degree of
anisotropy from MT results, which have been observed to be
as high as 100 in the mantle and perhaps 1000 in the lower
crust.

Feldspar is a representative tectosilicate mineral charac-
terized by a fundamental formula of MT4O8 (M denotes Na,
Ca, K or Ba; T refers to Si or Al), and is the most abun-
dant rock-forming alumosilicate mineral that contains 60%
of the earth’s crust; it can be found widespread and com-
monly in various igneous, metamorphic, and some sedimen-
tary rocks. In general, alkali (K+, Na+) or alkaline-earth

(Ca2+, Ba2+) cations with large ionic radii occupy the M-sites
in the feldspar crystal structure. The T -sites are occupied by
a three-dimensional (3D) framework of different charges of
tetrahedral Al3+ and Si4+ ions, which are widely used in the
glass, ceramics, and cement industries. The composition and
structural stability of feldspar make it an important component
of the earth’s crust; its electrical properties at high tempera-
tures and high pressures, combined with those of other typi-
cal rock-forming minerals in the deep crust (e.g., quartz, am-
phibole, clinopyroxene, orthopyroxene and mica) are crucial
to establishing the conductivity–depth profile of the earth’s
interior.[14–19]

The electrical conductivities of natural and syn-
thetic alkali feldspar (both K-feldspar (KAlSi3O8) and
albite (NaAlSi3O8), and their solid solution), anorthite
(CaAl2Si2O8), and plagioclase have been extensively stud-
ied at high temperatures and high pressures.[20–34] It is im-
portant to know the electrical conductivity of K-feldspar, a
crucial end member of feldspar, for explaining the conduc-
tion mechanism of K-feldspar-bearing rock deep in the earth’s
crust. However, the several studies that have previously inves-
tigated this are limited in scope. Maury studies[23] reported the
electrical conductivities of a series of polycrystalline feldspars
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at 673 K–1173 K and atmospheric pressure. Guseinov and
Gargatsev[26] measured the electrical conductivities of natural
pure microcline single-crystal feldspar and the maximum mi-
crocline single-crystal of feldspar with a minor albite phase
at 373 K–1273 K and atmospheric pressure. Hu et al.[30]

measured the electrical conductivities of hot-pressed synthetic
polycrystalline dry K-feldspar aggregate at 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa
and 873 K–1173 K by using a multi-anvil press, and from the
Nernst–Einstein equation they also calculated its diffusion co-
efficient. More recently, El Maanaoui et al.[34] investigated the
anisotropic electrical conductivities of natural alkali feldspar
from the German Eifel region with two distinct chemical com-
positions characterized by potassium to total-alkali cation ra-
tios (XK = xK/(xK + xNa + xRb + xBa)) of 0.71 and 0.83 at
573 K–1173 K and atmospheric pressure; they found a weak
dependence of electrical conductivity on chemical composi-
tion and an obvious anisotropy between conductivity in the
⊥ [010] and ⊥ [001] directions. However, despite K-feldspar
importance in the feldspar group, the anisotropy of its electri-
cal conductivity at high temperature and high pressure has not
been fully reported previously.

The present study reports the use of impedance spec-
troscopy to determine the electrical conductivities of single-
crystal K-feldspar along three different crystallographic direc-
tions at frequencies of 0.1 Hz to 1 MHz. A series of charac-
teristic parameters including the pre-exponential factor, acti-
vation energy, and activation volume are acquired. The single-
crystal K-feldspar shows a large anisotropic electrical conduc-
tivity, and the results are compared with those of previous
studies. At 2.0 GPa, the diffusion coefficient of ionic potas-
sium is calculated by using the electrical conductivity data
from the Nernst–Einstein equation. We also discuss in detail
the conduction mechanism of the K-feldspar single crystal at
high temperature (T ) and pressure (P).

2. Experimental procedures
2.1. Sample preparation

The natural K-feldspar megacryst in the present study
was available from Pakistan. The surface of each sample
was fresh, non-fractured, non-oxidized and purely gem-class
single-crystal K-feldspar without any evidence of twinning,
exsolution, alteration, secondary phase precipitation, struc-
tural flaws, or heterogeneity. Chemical compositions (see Ta-
ble 1) were determined by electron microscopy analyses at the
State Key Laboratory of Ore Deposit Geochemistry, Institute
of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Monoclinic
K-feldspar was oriented along the [010] crystal plane devel-
oped by [010] cleavage, and the other [100] and [001] crystal
planes were mutually perpendicular. Samples were drilled
along the three corresponding crystallographic orientations,

which are termed ⊥ [100] (a-direction), ⊥ [010] (b-direction),
and ⊥ [001] (c∗-direction). A detailed crystalline configura-
tion, lattice plane and crystallographic axis for K-feldspar sin-
gle crystal along three main directions is displayed in Fig. 1.
In order to confirm the phase state during electrical conductiv-
ity measurement, Raman spectroscopic images were recorded
in the process of high-pressure conductivity measurements.
Figure 2 shows a typical image of ⊥ [001] crystallographic
K-feldspar before and after electrical conductivity measure-
ment, and confirms that there was no phase change during
the experiment. In fact, there exists one good consistency
of phase stability of K-feldspar with Liu et al.’s reported re-
sults at similar temperature and pressure conditions[35] The

[010]

(010)

(001)(1
0
0
)

[001]

[100]

Fig. 1. (color online) Detailed description crystalline configuration, lat-
tice plane and crystallographic axis for K-feldspar single crystal along
three main directions.
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Fig. 2. Raman spectra of the starting material and the recovered sam-
ple: (a) the starting material used in this study, (b) the sample recovered
from 3 GPa. All peaks are attributed to K-feldspar.

028703-2



Chin. Phys. B Vol. 27, No. 2 (2018) 028703

Table 1. Chemical compositions of the starting material of K-feldspar.

Compositions Content/wt%

SiO2 65.46 (0.42)
TiO2 0.03 (0.01)

Cr2O3 0.12 (0.03)
Al2O3 18.01 (0.08)
FeO 0.05 (0.01)
MnO 0.04 (0.01)
K2O 16.19 (0.09)
Na2O 0.06 (0.04)
Total 99.96 (0.56)

K-feldspar samples were cut and polished into cylinders (di-
ameter 6.0 mm, height 6.0 mm) using an ultrasonic drill
and diamond saw. They were then cleaned sequentially with
deionized distilled water, alcohol, and acetone, and baked for
48 h in a 473-K vacuum drying oven to remove any adsorbed
water.

2.2. Sample characterization

Vacuum Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FT-
IR, Vertex-70V, Hyperion-1000 infrared microscope) at
wavenumbers from 350 cm−1 to 8000 cm−1 was used to de-
termine the water content values of doubly polished samples
thinner than 120 µm before and after each conductivity exper-
iment. The IR absorption was measured by using unpolarized
radiation from mid-IR light sources, a KBr beam splitter, and
an MCT detector with a 100 µm×100 µm aperture. A total
of 512 scans were acquired for each sample. Figure 3 shows
representative infrared spectra acquired in the ⊥ [001] crys-
tallographic direction of K-feldspar before and after electri-
cal conductivity measurements. The Paterson calibration was
used to determine the water content from the FT-IR absorption
with the equation:[36]

COH =
Bi

150ξ

∫ K(v)
(3780− v)

dv, (1)

where COH is the molar concentration of hydroxyl (ppm wt
H2O or H/106 Si), Bi is the density factor (3.19× 104 cm
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Fig. 3. Representative unpolarized FT-IR spectra of ⊥ [001] crystal-
lographic K-feldspar before and after electrical conductivity measure-
ments.

H/106 Si), ξ is the orientation factor (1/2), and K (ν) is the
absorption coefficient in unit cm−1 at wavenumber v in unit
cm−1. The integration was carried out from 2800 cm−1 to
3750 cm−1.

The water content values of K-feldspar before and after
conductivity measurements were less than ∼ 6 H/106 Si and
∼ 9 H/106 Si, respectively, indicating “dry” feldspar. If a mod-
ified form of the Beer–Lambert law was chosen to calibrate
the water content of K-feldspar, there is a 1 H/106–2 H/106 Si
discrepancy in the obtained water content results.[37] The wa-
ter content value varied by less than 15% during the electrical
conductivity measurements.

2.3. Impedance spectroscopy measurement

In-situ high-pressure electrical conductivity measure-
ments of samples were performed using a YJ-3000t multi-
anvil and a Solartron-1260 Impedance/Gain-phase analyzer
(Schlumberger) in the Key Laboratory of High-Temperature
and High-Pressure Study of the Earth’s Interior, Institute of
Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Hui et al.[38]

and Sun et al.[39] described in detail the measurement princi-
ples and experimental procedures.

The experimental setup for electrical conductivity mea-
surements of feldspar at high pressure is illustrated in Fig. 4.
Figure 5 shows the cross-sectional photomicrograph of the
high-pressure cell for the recovery assemblage recorded by
using plane-polarized reflected light after conductivity mea-
surement. Six symmetric tungsten carbide anvils with a to-
tal surface area of 23.4 mm2 were adopted to generate high-
pressure conditions. The melting curves of Cu, Al, Zn, and
Pb metals were used in order to precisely calibrate the exper-
imental pressure in the sample cell.[40] Temperature calibra-
tion was conducted by virtue of ultrasonic wave velocities of
window glass, pyrophyllite, and kimberlite at 1 atm–5.5 GPa
(1 atm = 1.01325×105 Pa) and 136 ◦C–1400 ◦C.[41] Pressure
medium of cubic pyrophyllite (32.5 mm×32.5 mm×32.5 mm)
was baked at 1073 K for 12 h before electrical conductivity ex-
periments in order to avoid the influence of absorbed water on
the electrical conductivity measurements. A Faraday shield-
ing case of 0.05-mm nickel foil, grounded to the Earth, was
placed between the pyrophyllite and the Al2O3 insulation tube
to reduce the temperature gradient inside the sample cell, to
minimize current leakage across the pressure medium, and to
prevent chemical migration between the sample and the pres-
sure medium. A cylindrical sample (diameter 6.0 mm, height
6.0 mm) was placed in the center of the boron nitride insula-
tion tube and sandwiched between two symmetric, 0.5 mm-
thick, metallic nickel electrodes. The experimental temper-
ature in the sample chamber was monitored by a NiCr–NiAl
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thermocouple. Measurement errors from the pressure and tem-
perature gradients were less than 0.1 GPa and 10 K, respec-
tively. The uncertainty of the impedance was estimated to be
less than 4%, and it was less than 8% obtained from dimen-
sional variations of the samples.

During the experiment, the pressure was raised to the des-
ignated value slowly at a rate of 1.0 GPa/h. At a constant pres-
sure, the temperature was then increased gradually at 100 K/h
to designated preset values in steps of 50 K. Impedance spec-
troscopy was measured on a Solartron-1260 Impedance/Gain-
phase analyzer with a sinusoidal signal voltage of 1.0 V and
a frequency range of 10−1 Hz–106 Hz. Four parameters of
complex impedance including the real part (Z′), imaginary part
(Z′′), magnitude (|Z|) and phase angle (θ ) were obtained from
high to low frequency, and satisfied the following equations:

tgθ =
Z′′

Z′
= ωRC = ωτC, (2)

|Z|=
√
(Z′)2 +(Z′′)2 =

R√
1+(ωτC)2

, (3)

where ω is the angular frequency (and ω = 2π f ), f is the
frequency, R is the resistance, C is the capacitance, and τC

is the characteristic relaxation time constant. An equivalent
circuit made up of the series connection of RS–CPES and RE–
CPEE was selected to model the impedance semicircles. RS

and CPES represent the resistance and the constant phase el-
ement of the bulk impedance of the sample, respectively, and
RE and CPEE represent the resistance and the constant phase
element from the polarization effect of the sample–electrode
interface, respectively. Measurement errors of electrical con-
ductivity were estimated to be less than 10%.

1
2
6
0
F
P
IA

pyrophyllite
stainless

steel heater 
Al2O3 nickel foil MgO

amples nickel
electrode

thermocoupel lead wire ground wire 

Fig. 4. (color online) Experimental setup for electrical conductivity measurements of feldspar at high pressure.

Al2O3 insulation sleeve

Ni foil shieldig

NiCr-NiAl thermocouple

NiCr Earth line

sample
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boron nitride

Ni electrode

NiCr lead and insulation sleeve

tri layer stainless heater

Fig. 5. (color online) Photomicrograph (plane-polarized reflected) taken with light from the recovered sample assembly after conductivity measurement.
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3. Results
We measure the electrical conductivity of K-feldspar

single crystals along the ⊥ [001] crystallographic axis un-
der pressures of 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa and at temperatures of
873 K–1223 K; measurements are also conducted at 2.0 GPa
and 873 K–1223 K along the ⊥ [100] and ⊥ [010] crystallo-
graphic axes. The frequency range of the impedance spectra is
10−1 Hz–106 Hz.

Figures 6 and 7 show representative Nyquist and Bode
diagrams of the complex spectra for K-feldspar along the
⊥ [001] crystallographic axis at 2.0 GPa and 873 K–1223 K,
which are similar to the results obtained under other con-
ditions. The relations between the real (Z′) and imagi-
nary (Z′′) parts of the impedance spectra in Fig. 6 clearly
show semicircular arcs at relatively high frequencies (∼ 3×
102 Hz–106 Hz), respectively, representing one transference
process for the bulk electrical charge carrier of the sample.
The impedance arc shows a small tail at lower frequencies
(10−1 Hz–∼ 3× 102 Hz) corresponding to interfacial resis-
tance of the polarization process between the sample and
the electrode. The high-frequency (∼ 106 Hz) semicircular
arc starts from the origin, and very likely corresponds to an
equivalent series combination of RS–CPES and RE–CPEE (RS

and CPES represent the resistance and the constant phase el-

ement of the bulk impedance for the sample, respectively;
RE and CPEE represent the resistance and the capacitance
from the polarization effect of the sample–electrode interface,
respectively).[42–45] Figure 7 shows the frequency-dependent
real (Z′) and imaginary (Z′′) parts, magnitude (|Z|), and phase
angle (ϕ) of the complex impedance.
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Fig. 6. (color online) Nyquist diagram of impedance spectra for⊥ [001]
crystallographic K-feldspar at frequencies from 10−1 Hz to 106 Hz
(from right to left), obtained at 2.0 GPa and 873 K–1223 K. Z′ and Z′′

are the real and imaginary parts of the complex impedance, respectively.
An equivalent circuit composed of the series combination of RS–CPES
and RE–CPEE is selected to model the complex impedance semicircles.
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Fig. 8. Influences of pressure on the electrical conductivity of ⊥ [001]
crystallographic K-feldspar at 873K–1223 K and different pressures.
The calculated electrical conductivity at atmospheric pressure is also
shown via the parameters of the Arrhenius relation.

The electrical conductivities of the samples (σ , S/m) are
calculated by using the following equation:

σ =
L/S
R

=
L

RS
, (4)

where L is the length of sample (in unit m) and S is the cross-
sectional area of electrode (m2). The product of electrical con-
ductivity and temperature satisfy the Arrhenius relation:

σT = σ0 exp(−∆H/KT ), (5)

where σ0 is the pre-exponential factor (S/m), ∆H is the activa-
tion enthalpy (eV), and K is the Boltzmann constant (eV/K).

The activation enthalpy (∆H) is dependent on pressure:

∆H = ∆U +P×∆V, (6)

where ∆U is the activation energy (eV) and ∆H is the activa-
tion volume (cm3/mole).

Figure 8 shows the influences of pressure on electrical
conductivity obtained in the direction perpendicular to the
[001] surface of K-feldspar single crystals at 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa
and 873 K–1223 K. Figure 9 shows the electrical conduc-
tivities of K-feldspar single crystals along different crystallo-
graphic directions at 2.0 GPa and 873K–1223 K. The fitted
parameters of the Arrhenius relation are listed in Table 2.
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Fig. 9. (color online) Comparison of model average conductivity (se-
ries, average and parallel) of polycrystalline feldspar aggregate with
electrical conductivity results measured for single crystals at 2.0 GPa.

Table 2. Fitting parameters of Arrhenius relation of electrical conductivity along three crystallographic axes for K-feldspar single crystal at pressures
of 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa. The top five columns represent single crystals in the present study and the bottom three columns refer to the calculated
isotropic average values of randomly oriented polycrystalline aggregates. The series, average, and parallel averaging schemes are employed to
acquire the electrical conductivities of aggregate sample, i.e., σS = 3

(1/σ[100]+1/σ[010]+1/σ[001])
, σA = 1

8 [σS + σP +
√

(σS +σP)2 +32σSσP], and

σP =
(σ[100]+σ[010]+σ[001])

3 .

Run No. Orientation Pressure/GPa T /K σ0/(S/m) ∆H/eV ∆U /eV ∆V /(cm3/mole)

DL1602 [001] 1.0 873–1423 47863 1.07±0.01
1.04±0.06 2.51±0.19DL1608 [001] 2.0 873–1423 48978 1.09±0.04

DL1611 [001] 3.0 873–1423 52481 1.12±0.01
DL1613 [010] 2.0 873–1423 72541 1.17±0.02
DL1620 [100] 2.0 873–1423 56146 1.23±0.03

σS 2.0 873–1423 68585 1.19±0.02
σA 2.0 873–1423 57597 1.16±0.03
σP 2.0 873–1423 49648 1.13±0.01

4. Discussion
4.1. Influence of pressure and anisotropy

The electrical conductivity of K-feldspar single crystal
along the ⊥ [001] crystallographic axis is enhanced by around
∼ 2.1 orders of magnitude as temperature increases from
673 K to 1223 K at constant pressure (Fig. 8). In contrast,
it decreases by about ∼ 1.5 times as pressure increases from
1.0 GPa to 3.0 GPa at constant temperature; accordingly, the

activation enthalpy slightly increases from 1.07 eV to 1.12 eV,
and the pre-exponential factor almost remains a constant value
of 104.7 S/m (Table 2), which indicates that the ionic mobil-
ity of the charge carriers decreases as the feldspar framework
is gradually compressed. This suggests a narrower pathway
for interstitial charge carriers with increasing pressure, which
results in a relatively high energy required for carriers to go
across the energy barrier, and thus increasing activation en-
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thalpy and reducing the electrical conductivity. The negative
pressure dependence of electrical conductivity observed here
is consistent with those of tectosilicate sintered polycrystalline
aggregates such as albite, K-feldspar, alkali feldspar solid so-
lution, and anorthite reported by Hu et al.[28–31] From Eq. (5)
and Table 2, we can derive the activation enthalpy and activa-
tion volume, under the T and P conditions considered here, to
be 1.04 ± 0.06 eV and 2.51 ± 0.19 cm3/mole, respectively.
The electrical conductivity of K-feldspar along the ⊥ [001]
crystallographic axis at atmospheric pressure can also be cal-
culated using the Arrhenius parameters.

Figure 9 shows the relationship between the logarithmic
electrical conductivity along different crystallographic axis di-
rections versus temperature together with results for poly-
crystalline aggregates obtained by three averaging schemes at
2.0 GPa. The electrical conductivities of K-feldspar in differ-
ent directions are ranked in the increasing order of ⊥ [100],
⊥ [010], and ⊥ [001], whereas the activation enthalpy in each
direction decreases in the same order from 1.23 eV to 1.09 eV
(Table 2). The results are highly anisotropic, with the electri-
cal conductivity of K-feldspar in the ⊥ [001] direction being
approximately ∼ three times higher than that in the ⊥ [100]
direction. Combining the anisotropic electrical conductiv-
ity results for K-feldspar single crystals with a variety of
spatial averaging schemes for mixtures of the three phases
gives isotropic average values for randomly oriented polycrys-
talline aggregates. We consider three representative averaging
schemes here that give series (σS), parallel (σP), and average
(σA) electrical conductivity:

σS =
3

(1/σ[100]+1/σ[010]+1/σ[001])
, (7)

σP =
(σ[100]+σ[010]+σ[001])

3
, (8)

σA =
1
8
[σS +σP +

√
(σS +σP)2 +32σSσP]. (9)

These three isotropic average schemes transform the con-
ductivity results along the three crystallographic axes into
isotropic conductivity values for randomly oriented polycrys-
talline K-feldspar aggregates. The results from the series and
parallel averaging represent respectively the minimum and
maximum average conductivity. However, the present work
shows that the magnitude of the anisotropic electrical conduc-
tivity of K-feldspar remains approximately constant across the
whole temperature range (673 K–1223 K).

4.2. Comparison among previous results and conduction
mechanism

Figure 10 shows the comparisons of our current re-
sults for the influence of anisotropy on the electrical conduc-
tivity of K-feldspar with those from previous experimental

studies.[22,23,26,30,34] El Maanaoui et al.[34] used electrochem-
ical impedance spectroscopy to investigate the electrical con-
ductivities of single-crystal alkali feldspar in the ⊥ [010] and
⊥ [001] orientations at 573 K–1173 K and atmospheric pres-
sure; the samples were of two different chemical compositions
(K0.71Na0.26AlSi3O8 and K0.83Na0.15AlSi3O8), and originated
from two different locations — Volkesfeld (VF) and Rock-
eskyller (RK) sanidine in Eifel, Germany. The electrical con-
ductivity in the c∗-direction (perpendicular to the [001] plane)
was distinctly higher than that in the b-direction (perpendic-
ular to the [010] plane), demonstrating obvious anisotropy
between the ⊥ [010] and ⊥ [001] directions of each sample;
conductivity also weakly decreased as the potassium site frac-
tion (CK) increased from 0.71 to 0.83. Hu et al.[30] used AC
impedance spectroscopy to measure the electrical conductiv-
ity of hot-pressed sintered polycrystalline K-feldspar aggre-
gates at 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa and 873 K–1173 K, and reported
a weak negative pressure dependence and a positive activa-
tion volume of 1.46 cm3/mole. Also it is obvious that there
is available excellent agreement in the electrical conductivity
between polycrystalline K-feldspar aggregates by Hu et al.[30]

and our present K-feldspar single crystals. Figure 10 shows
that the current highly anisotropic conductivity results appear
to be consistent with those recently reported for alkali feldspar
at atmospheric pressure.[34] The activation enthalpy results ob-
tained here of 1.07 eV–1.23 eV are also very close to the re-
cent values of 0.99 eV–1.02 eV for polycrystalline K-feldspar
aggregates reported by Hu et al.,[30] 1.05 eV–1.08 eV for
single-crystal alkali feldspar reported by Wang et al.[33] and
1.04 eV–1.08 eV for single-crystal alkali feldspar reported by
El Maanaoui et al.,[34] respectively, and also the 0.99 eV mi-
gration energy theoretically calculated for K-feldspar by Jones
et al.[46]

Figure 10 also shows some obvious discrepancies be-
tween previous studies and the present work,[22,23,26] which
appear mainly to be due to differences in measurement
method and in the sample chemical composition. Karato
and Dai[47] noted that the possibility of discrepancies is
due to systematic errors in the calculations of the electri-
cal conductivity of alkali feldspar by using the direct cur-
rent (DC) and single-frequency alternating current (AC) tech-
niques of some previous studies.[22,23,26] These previous re-
sults for single-crystal feldspar were measured at ambient
pressure and high temperature using various chemical compo-
sitions: Or61Ab34An5 in Mizutani and Kanamori’s work,[22]

Or84Ab16 in Maury’s work,[23] and the microcline–orthoclase
phase transition (with a minor albite content) at 1093 K
in Guseinov and Gargatsev’s work.[26] Like the results for
fayalite–forsterite olivine (Fe2SiO4–Mg2SiO4),[48,49] pyrope–
almandine garnet (Fe3Al2Si3O12–Mg3Al2Si3O12),[50,51] and
alkali feldspar and its solid solutions with various percentages
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of potassium and sodium ions (NaAlSi3O8–KAlSi3O8),[29,34]

the chemical composition can also be considered to be a cru-
cial factor influencing the electrical conductivity of feldspar
and at least partly responsible for the differences between the
previous results and ours.

this study 

EM16, RK, u[001]

EM16, V F, u[001]   

EM16, RK, u[010]

EM16V,  F,  u[010]

G02, Or 

G02, Mic 

Hu14

M68, Or84Ab16 

M67, Or61Ab34An5

7.5 8.8 10.1 11.4 14.012.7

10-1

10-3

10-5

10-7

10-2

10-4

10-6E
le

c
tr

ic
a
l 
c
o
n
d
u
c
ti
v
it
y
/
S
Sm

-
1

(104/T)/K-1

Fig. 10. (color online) Anisotropic electrical conductivities of dry K-
feldspar single crystal at 2.0 GPa in the present study compared with
previous results. The lines are labeled as follows: black solid lines rep-
resent the results of this work; dark blue dashed and dotted lines repre-
sent electrical conductivities of the ⊥ [010] and ⊥ [001] orientations of
RK alkali feldspar with its chemical composition (K0.71Na0.26AlSi3O8)
from El Maanaoui et al.;[34] pink dashed and dotted lines represent elec-
trical conductivities of the⊥ [010] and⊥ [001] orientations of VF alkali
feldspar with its chemical composition (K0.83Na0.15AlSi3O8) at atmo-
spheric pressure from El Maanaoui et al.;[34] blue short dashed line
represents the electrical conductivity of hot-pressed sintered polycrys-
talline K-feldspar aggregates at 2.0 GPa from Hu et al.;[30] two pur-
ple dashed lines represent electrical conductivities of the microcline–
orthoclase phase transition (with a minor albite content) at room pres-
sure from Guseinov and Gargatsev;[26] red dashed line represents the
electrical conductivity of adularia single crystal (Or84Ab16) at atmo-
spheric pressure from Maury;[23] green dashed line represents the elec-
trical conductivity of alkali feldspar (Or61Ab34An5) at atmospheric
pressure from Mizutani and Kanamori.[22]

The logarithm of the electrical conductivity at each pres-
sure and orientation varies linearly with the reciprocal of
temperature, indicating that our samples have only a sin-
gle dominant conduction mechanism. The activation volume
(∆V ) is established to be directly related to the conduction
mechanism.[52–57] The ionic conduction mechanism of min-
erals with silicate and carbonate frameworks is characterized
by a positive value of the order from several to several tens of
cm3/mole.[58,59] The 2.51-cm3/mole activation volume calcu-
lated here suggests that the dominant conduction mechanism
of K-feldspar at high temperatures and high pressures involves
interstitial potassium ions, which agrees with all of the pre-
vious results for tectosilicate minerals.[28–34] The interstitial
ionic potassium is formed according to the point defect reac-
tion as follows:[60]

K×Al +Vi 
 K•i +V ′Al, (10)

where K×A1 and V ′A1 represent the potassium ion and a vacancy
at the A1 site of the normal lattice, respectively, and K•i and Vi

refer to the potassium ion and a vacancy in the interstitial site,
respectively. The dominant charge carrier of K-feldspar is the
interstitial ionic potassium (K•i ), which contributes to conduc-
tion by hopping between the A1 site of the normal lattice and
the adjacent interstitial sites along thermally activated electric
fields under certain conditions of temperature, pressure, and
crystallographic axis direction, thus producing a vacancy by
Frenkel pair formation.

4.3. Calculated KKK diffusion coefficient

Electrical conductivity originates from the diffusion of a
dominant charge-carrying species under a designated AC elec-
tric field. The correlation between electrical conductivity and
isotope diffusion coefficient has been widely examined for
many silicate minerals in order to link measured conductivi-
ties, the conduction mechanism, and diffusion data for charge
carriers (e.g., ions, small polarons, protons etc.).[61–68] The K-
feldspar studied here had only potassium ions at the intersti-
tial sites verified to play an important role in bulk conductiv-
ity, and their diffusion coefficient can be obtained from the
Nernst–Einstein equation:[69]

σ = f Dcq2/kT, (11)

where σ is the electrical conductivity of K-feldspar (S/m), D
is the diffusion coefficient of the charge carrier (cm2/s), c is
the number of charge carriers per volume unit, expressed as
n = NAρL/M (1/m3) (where NA is the Avogadro’s number, ρ

is the density of K-feldspars, M is the molecular weight, and
L is the number of potassium atoms per molecule), q is the
electrical charge quantity of the charged species (Coulomb),
f is the dimensionless correction correlation factor (related to
the Haven ratio, Hr), which is usually between 0.5 and 1.0, k
is the Boltzmann constant (in units J/K), and T is the abso-
lute temperature (in unit K). The value of Hr depends on the
diffusion mechanism: the interstitial mechanism for f = 1.0
and other mechanisms for f < 1.0 (e.g., the vacancy or sublat-
tice interstitial mechanisms).[70] Here, f = 1 is assumed for K-
feldspar, and we can describe the transport of potassium ions
by a process other than volume diffusion by Fick’s law. On
the assumption that only potassium ions are involved in the
transport process, equation (11) can be used to calculate their
diffusion coefficient from the electrical conductivity data of
anisotropic K-feldspar at 2.0 GPa; the results are illustrated in
Fig. 11 together with those from the previous studies.

Figure 11 shows that the calculated K diffusion coeffi-
cients along the different crystallographic axes, plotted in the
Arrhenius diagram, display linear relationships and fall within
a range of 10−12 m2/s–10−9 m2/s at 2.0 GPa over a wide tem-
perature range of 873 K–1223 K. The degree of anisotropy
of the diffusion coefficient (the ratio of the maximum along
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the ⊥ [001] axis to the minimum in the ⊥ [100] direction,
Dmax/Dmin) for K-feldspar is ∼ 4, which is somewhat consis-
tent with the results of recent diffusion experiments by Wilan-
gowski et al.,[66] confirming that the radioisotope 22Na may be
used as a tracer that the diffusion coefficient of single-crystal
VF feldspar along the ⊥ [001] orientation is larger than in the
⊥ [101] direction, although the difference is only 20%.

D
/
c
m

-
2
Ss

(104/T)/K-1

this study 

W15, 1 atm
 

Hu14, 2 GPa

J76, 1 atm 

F74, 0.2 GPaF74, 0.2 GPa

L72, 1 atm
 

10-6

10-8

10-10

10-12

10-14

10-16

. . .. . .. .. .

Fig. 11. (color online) Calculated diffusion coefficients of dry K-
feldspar single crystal by using the Nernst–Einstein equation at 2.0 GPa,
and their comparison with previous studies. Black solid lines represent
the results of this work; pink dotted line represents the self-diffusion
coefficient of sodium in natural single-crystal alkali sanidine with a
chemical composition of XK = 0.85 at room pressure from Wilangowski
et al.;[66] blue dashed line represents the calculated average diffusion
coefficient of potassium ions in polycrystalline K-feldspar aggregate
along different orientations at 2.0 GPa from Hu et al.;[30] green dashed
line represents the potassium diffusion coefficient of orthoclase glass
at room pressure from Jambon and Carron;[73] red dotteded and dash
lines represent the self-diffusion coefficients of potassium and sodium
ions for the natural orthoclase (XK = 0.94) at 0.2 GPa from Foland,[72]

respectively; purple dotted line represents the K self-diffusion coeffi-
cient for pure microcline perthite (XK = 0.888) at room pressure from
Lin and Yund.[71]

In light of this new result for the influence of crystal-
lographic orientation on the diffusion coefficient of single-
crystal K-feldspar, we compare five previous results obtained
under different conditions. Lin and Yund[71] found the potas-
sium self-diffusion coefficient for pure microcline perthite
with a chemical composition of XK = 0.888 by using a 40K
tracer at 873 K–1073 K and ambient pressure. Foland[72]

measured diffusivities of sodium and potassium ions for nat-
ural orthoclase with a chemical composition of XK = 0.94
via a hydrothermal bulk-exchange experiment at 0.2 GPa and
773 K–1073 K. The diffusion coefficients obtained here are
clearly higher than those for K self-diffusion given by Lin and
Yund[71] and Foland,[72] but our results are very close to the
self-diffusion coefficients of potassium and sodium ions re-
ported by Foland[72] at high temperature. The activation en-
ergy calculated in this work (1.04 eV) is lower than the 3.43 eV

obtained by Lin and Yund[71] and the 2.30 eV–2.96 eV re-
ported by Foland.[72] Jambon and Carron[73] measured the
potassium diffusion coefficient in orthoclase glass by using the
technique of active salt deposits at 573 K–1273 K and atmo-
spheric pressure; its result was abnormally higher than all of
other reported results as shown in Fig. 9. Compared with our
obtained experimental result, previous data for the K diffu-
sion coefficient show a large discrepancy,[71–73] which might
be due to differences in chemical composition, measurement
condition, or experimental technique. Hu et al.[30] measured
the electrical conductivity of dry, pure, polycrystalline sin-
tered K-feldspar by AC impedance spectroscopy, and calcu-
lated an average diffusion coefficient of potassium ions along
different orientations at 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa and 873 K–1273 K.
Wilangowski et al.[66] reported the self-diffusion coefficient
of sodium at 777 K–1173 K in natural single-crystal alkali
sanidine (XK = 0.85) from Volkesfeld (Eifel, Germany) by
self-diffusion experiments and theoretical Monte Carlo sim-
ulations, and found two crucial factors — alkali compositions
(XK) and jump frequencies —that can cause significant dis-
crepancies in the reported diffusion coefficients. The results
for polycrystalline K-feldspar aggregate and single-crystal
sanidine[30,66] show a good consistency with our anisotropic
diffusion coefficients obtained at 1.0 GPa–3.0 GPa and 873 K–
1223 K. The 1.04 eV activation energy obtained here for K-
feldspar is also very close to other values for K-rich feldspars.
For example, the electrical conductivity was measured by Hu
et al. to be 0.98 eV[30] and it was 1.30 eV from the Monte
Carlo simulations by Wilangowski et al.[66]

5. Summary
In summary, in the present study, strong anisotropies

along the three main orientations in both the electrical con-
ductivity and the potassium diffusion coefficient of K-feldspar
are revealed by using the electrochemical impedance spec-
tra at conditions of high temperature and high pressure, with
anisotropic ratios (σmax/σmin and Dmax/Dmin) of approxi-
mately 3–4. All of these results suggest that the interstitial
ionic potassium as one of potential conduction mechanisms,
plays an important role in the electrical transport and diffusion
migration of charge carriers in each crystallographic direction.
As a matter of fact, the actual anisotropic contributions from
electrical conductivities and diffusion coefficients of mineral
and rock at high pressure depend on not only their own mag-
nitude but also the volume percentage of sample in the earth’s
interior.[74] It is well known that feldspar with a largest vol-
ume percentage is of a 60% main rock-forming mineral in the
deep earth’s crust. So, in the present study, our observable
strong anisotropy for feldspar single crystal in electrical con-
ductivity at high temperature and high pressure maybe has an
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extremely large contribution to reasonably explain the anoma-
lously high conductivity zone under the stable mid-lower con-
tinental crust.
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