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Orbital angular momentum density and spiral spectra of
Lorentz–Gauss vortex beams passing through a single slit∗
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Based on the Hermite–Gaussian expansion of the Lorentz distribution and the complex Gaussian expansion of the
aperture function, an analytical expression of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with one topological charge passing through
a single slit is derived. By using the obtained analytical expressions, the properties of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam
passing through a single slit are numerically demonstrated. According to the intensity distribution or the phase distribution
of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam, one can judge whether the topological charge is positive or negative. The effects of
the topological charge and three beam parameters on the orbital angular momentum density as well as the spiral spectra
are systematically investigated respectively. The optimal choice for measuring the topological charge of the diffracted
Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam is to make the single slit width wider than the waist of the Gaussian part.
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1. Introduction
The spreading of the Lorentzian distribution is proved

to be higher than that of the Gaussian one.[1–4] Therefore,
the combination of Lorentzian and Gaussian distributions,
namely, the Lorentz–Gauss beam, can be used to describe
the radiation emitted by a single mode laser diode.[5,6] The
Lorentz–Gauss beam is the lowest–order mode of a super–
Lorentz–Gauss beam family.[7,8] The properties of Lorentz–
Gauss beams, including the beam propagation factor,[9] the fo-
cal shift,[10] the Wigner distribution,[11] the tight focusing,[12]

and the radiation force,[13] have been extensively investigated.
Also, the propagation of Lorentz–Gauss beams has been
widely examined in various media such as free space,[2,14]

a turbulent atmosphere,[15] a uniaxial crystal,[16,17] a Kerr
medium,[18] and a strongly nonlocal nonlinear medium.[19]

When the radiation emitted by a single mode diode laser
goes through a spiral phase plate, the output is called the
Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam. Its properties including the beam
propagation factor, the kurtosis parameter, the focusing, the
tunable optical gradient force, and the Wigner distribution
have been studied.[20–25] Propagations of Lorentz–Gauss vor-
tex beams in free space, in a turbulent atmosphere, and in
a uniaxial crystal have also been demonstrated.[26–28] How-
ever, the major advantage of a Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam is
that it carries the orbital angular momentum. In other words,
the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam carries a topological charge.
Therefore, one tends to focus on the study of the topological
charge or the orbital angular momentum of the Lorentz–Gauss
vortex beam. The pioneering work reported the orbital an-

gular momentum density of a general Lorentz–Gauss vortex
beam in free space.[29] Nevertheless, a more effective method
to measure the orbital angular momentum is the diffraction of
the vortex beam by an obstacle.[30–34] The typical and simplest
obstacle is the single slit. In the remainder of this paper, the
diffraction of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam by a single slit
is studied.

2. Orbital angular momentum density and spi-
ral spectra of Lorentz–Gauss vortex beams
passing through a single slit
In the Cartesian coordinate system, the z axis is taken to

be the propagation axis. The single slit is located at the x axis
as shown in Fig. 1. The width of the single slit is a. The in-
cident optical beam is a Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam, which is
described by[

E+1(x0,y0,0)
E−1(x0,y0,0)

]
=

w0xw0y

(w2
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2
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0
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)[
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x0− iy0

]
, (1)

where w0 is the waist of the Gaussian part, and w0x and w0y

are the width parameters of the Lorentzian part in the x and y
directions, respectively. Here, the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam
carries one topological charge. E+1(x0,y0,0) denotes that the
topological charge is 1. E−1(x0,y0,0) means that the topolog-
ical charge is −1. The Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam passing
through the single slit obeys the well known Collins integral
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formula[35]
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where k = 2π/λ is the wave number, λ is the optical wave-
length in free space, and M is the topological charge. To ob-
tain the analytical expression of EM(x,y,z), the Lorentz dis-
tribution should be expanded into the linear superposition of
Hermite–Gaussian functions[36]
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where N is the term number of the expansion, and H2m is the
2m-th order Hermite polynomial. The expanded coefficient
σ2m is given by[36]
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where erfc is the complementary error function. The value of
σ2m dramatically decreases with increasing even number 2m.
Here σ0 = 0.7399, σ2 = 0.9298× 10−2, and σ6 = 1.112×
10−4. Then we introduce the aperture function circ(ζ ), which
is defined by

circ(ζ ) =
{

1, 0≤ ζ < 1,
0, ζ ≥ 1.

(5)

Moreover, the aperture function is expanded as a finite sum of
complex Gaussian functions

circ(ζ ) =
15

∑
l=1

αl exp(−βlζ
2), ζ ∈ [0,∞), (6)

where the complex expanded and the Gaussian coefficients α l

and β l could be obtained by the optimization computation.[37]

The expansion of the aperture function into 15 terms of com-
plex Gaussian functions is shown in Fig. 2. The dotted curve in

Fig. 2 is added to demonstrate Eq. (5). Only at the edge of the
aperture, the difference between Eqs. (5) and (6) is apparent.
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Fig. 1. The single slit in the Cartesian coordinate system.
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Fig. 2. The expansion of the aperture function into 15 terms of complex
Gaussian functions.

Finally, the following mathematical formulae are
used:[38]
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where [p/2] gives the greatest integer less than or equal to
p/2. After the above operations, the analytical expression of
the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam passing through a single slit
reads
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where the auxiliary parameters η l and b2 are defined as fol-
lows:
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The intensity distribution and the phase distribution of the
Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam passing through a single slit turn
out to be

IM(x,y,z) = |EM(x,y,z)|2 , (14)

ϕM(x,y,z) = Arg[EM(x,y,z)]. (15)

The orbital angular momentum density of the Lorentz–Gauss
vortex beam passing through a single slit is given by[39]
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where ω is the circular frequency. ε0 is the electric permittiv-
ity of a vacuum, and the asterisk denotes the complex conjuga-
tion. To obtain the spiral spectra of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex
beam through a single slit, x and y in Eq. (9) are replaced by
ρ cosθ and ρ sinθ , respectively. Thus, one has[
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]
. (17)

Then, the optical field of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam pass-
ing through a single slit can be expanded as[40]
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The total power of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam passing
through a single slit yields

C = ∑
n

Cn, (20)

where Cn reads

Cn =
∫

∞
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The weight coefficient of each spiral spectrum for the Lorentz–
Gauss vortex beam passing through a single slit can be calcu-
lated by

Pn =
Cn

C
. (22)

3. Numerical calculations and analyses
According to the obtained analytical expressions, the

properties of the Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam passing through
a single slit are numerically demonstrated. The calculation
parameters are set as follows: λ = 0.8 µm, a = 1 mm, and
z = 0.5 m. Figures 3 and 4 represent the normalized intensity
and the phase distributions of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss
vortex beam with w0 =w0x =w0y = 1 mm, respectively. When
the topological charge is equal to zero, the expansion of the
beam spot in the y direction is larger than that in the x direction
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Fig. 3. (color online) The normalized intensity distribution of the
diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam: (a) M = 0, (b) M = 1, (c)
M =−1.
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due to the confinement of the single slit. When the topological
charge is equal to 1, the beam spot is composed of two lobes.
Moreover, the orientation of the upper lobe is close to the left,
and that of the lower lobe is close to the right. However, when
the topological charge is equal to −1, the positions of the two
lobes are just the opposite. That is, the upper lobe is located
close to the right and the lower lobe is near the left. Figure 4
shows that the phase in the central region is symmetrical when
the topological charge is equal to zero. When the topological
charge is equal to 1, the phase in the upper central region is
positive and that in the lower central region is negative. When
the topological charge is equal to −1, the phase is negative
in the upper central region and positive in the lower central
region. The normalized intensity distribution in the case of
M = 1 is x-axial symmetrical to that of M = −1. So are the
phase distributions in the cases of M = 1 and M =−1.
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Fig. 4. (color online) The phase distribution of the diffracted Lorentz–
Gauss vortex beam: (a) M = 0, (b) M = 1, (c) M =−1.

Here we mainly focus on the effects of the topological
charge and three beam parameters on the orbital angular mo-
mentum density and the spiral spectra. The orbital angular
momentum density distribution of the diffracted Lorentz–
Gauss vortex beam with w0 = w0x = w0y = 1 mm is shown

in Fig. 5. When the topological charge is equal to zero, the
orbital angular momentum density is positive in the first and
the third quadrants and negative in the second and the fourth
quadrants. Moreover, the area of the orbital angular momen-
tum density in each quadrant is equivalent. Therefore, the
overall orbital angular momentum is zero. The orbital angular
momentum density distribution contains many lobes when the
topological charge is 1 and−1. The magnitude of the negative
orbital angular momentum density is far larger than that of the
positive orbital angular momentum density when the topolog-
ical charge is 1. Accordingly, the overall orbital angular mo-
mentum is negative, which only indicates the spiral direction.
When the topological charge is −1, however, the magnitude
of the positive orbital angular momentum density is far larger
than that of the negative orbital angular momentum density,
resulting in the positive overall orbital angular momentum.
The influence of the parameter w0x on the orbital angular mo-
mentum density distribution of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss
vortex beam is plotted in Fig. 6, where w0 = w0y = 1 mm
and M = 1. With decreasing parameter w0x, the magnitude
of the orbital angular momentum density increases but the
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Fig. 5. (color online) The orbital angular momentum density distri-
bution of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0 = w0x =
w0y = 1 mm: (a) M = 0, (b) M = 1, (c) M =−1.
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Fig. 6. (color online) The orbital angular momentum density distribu-
tion of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0 = w0y = 1,
M = 1: (a) w0x = 1 mm, (b) w0x = 0.5 mm, (c) w0x = 0.2 mm.

number of the lobes decreases. The shape of the orbital an-
gular momentum density distribution also changes with de-
creasing parameter w0x. The influence of the parameter w0y

on the orbital angular momentum density distribution of the
diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam is shown in Fig. 7,
where w0 = w0x = 1 mm and M = 1. With increasing pa-
rameter w0y, the magnitude of the orbital angular momentum
density decreases, and the shape of the distribution of the or-
bital angular momentum density nearly keeps stable. Figure 8
presents the influence of the parameter w0 on the orbital angu-
lar momentum density distribution of the diffracted Lorentz–
Gauss vortex beam with w0x = w0y = 1 mm and M = 1. Both
the magnitude and pattern size of the orbital angular momen-
tum density increase with increasing parameter w0. Among
the three beam parameters w0, w0x, and w0y, the shape of the
orbital angular momentum density distribution is most sensi-
tive to the parameter w0, and the magnitude of the orbital an-
gular momentum density is most insensitive to the parameter
w0.
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Fig. 7. (color online) The orbital angular momentum density distri-
bution of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0 = w0x =
1 mm, M = 1: (a) w0y = 1 mm, (b) w0y = 2 mm, (c) w0y = 5 mm.

The influence of the topological charge on the spiral spec-

tra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam is demon-

strated in Fig. 9, where w0 = w0x = w0y = 1 mm. The spiral

spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam expand

due to the stronger diffraction effect caused by the single slit.

When the topological charge is zero, the spectra of n = 0, ±2,

±4, and ±6 can be observed obviously. The zero-order spec-

trum is dominant, and the corresponding weight coefficient is

close to 0.80. The weight coefficient of n =±6 is so small that

it can be neglected. When the topological charge is 1, the spec-

trum of n= 1 is dominant and the corresponding weight coeffi-

cient is close to 0.72. The spectra of n=−1 and 3, n=−3 and

5, n = −5 and 7, n = −7 and 9, n = −9 and 11 appear in the

spiral spectra of M = 1. The weight coefficient of n =−1 and

3 is the second largest, and the weight coefficient of n = −9

and 11 is very small. The spiral spectra of M =−1 are just the

parallel shift of the spiral spectra of M = 1.
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Fig. 8. (color online) The orbital angular momentum density distri-
bution of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0x = w0y =
1 mm, M = 1: (a) w0 = 1 mm, (b) w0 = 2 mm, (c) w0 = 5 mm.

Figure 10 presents the influence of the beam parameter
w0x on the spiral spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vor-
tex beam with w0 = w0y = 1 mm and M = 1. With decreasing
beam parameter w0x, the weight coefficient of the dominant
spectrum decreases, but the weight coefficient of the other
spectra slowly increases. With decreasing beam parameter
w0x, the spiral spectra slightly expand, which indicates that
the expansion of the spiral spectra is not very sensitive to the
beam parameter w0x. The influence of the beam parameter w0y

on the spiral spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex
beam with w0 = w0x = 1 mm and M = 1 is shown in Fig. 11.
With increasing beam parameter w0y, the weight coefficient of
the dominant spectrum decreases, and the weight coefficient
of the other spectra increases. With increasing beam param-
eter w0y, the spiral spectra expand. It is because the reverse
change of the parameter w0y in the y direction is similar to
the positive change of the parameter w0x in the x direction.
Figure 12 shows the influence of the beam parameter w0 on
the spiral spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam
with w0x = w0y = 1 mm and M = 1. Compared with the case
of beam parameters w0x and w0y, the weight coefficient of the
dominant spectrum decreases much quicker with increasing
beam parameter w0. The weight coefficient of other spectra in
Fig. 12(c) can even be detected for n = 20. The spiral spec-
tra also expand with increasing beam parameter w0 due to a
stronger diffraction effect. The influence of the parameter w0

on the spiral spectra is not similar to that of the parameter w0x.
This is because the parameter w0x in Eq. (3) appears in both
the Hermite polynomial and the Gaussian function.
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Fig. 9. The influence of the topological charge on the spiral spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0 = w0x =
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P
n

.

 

.

.





↩↩ ↩

n

(a)

P
n

(b)

 ↩↩ ↩

n

0.70

0.56

0.42

0.28

0.14

0
 ↩↩ ↩

n

(c)

P
n

0.56

0.42

0.28

0.14

0

Fig. 10. The influence of the beam parameter w0x on the spiral spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0 = w0y =
1 mm, M = 1: (a) w0x = 1 mm, (b) w0x = 0.5 mm, (c) w0x = 0.2 mm.

094202-6



Chin. Phys. B Vol. 26, No. 9 (2017) 094202
P
n

.

 

.

.





↩↩ ↩

n

(a) (b)

 ↩↩ ↩

n

P
n

0.60

0.45

0.30

0.15

0
 ↩↩ ↩

n

(c)

P
n

0.60

0.45

0.30

0.15

0

Fig. 11. The influence of the beam parameter w0y on the spiral spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0 = w0x =
1 mm, M = 1: (a) w0y = 1 mm, (b) w0y = 2 mm, (c) w0y = 5 mm.

P
n

.

 

.

.





↩↩ ↩

n

(a) (b)

 ↩ ↩

n

P
n

0

0.4

0.5

0.3

0.2

0.1

P
n

n

-20 -10 0
0

10 20

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.1

(c)

Fig. 12. The influence of the beam parameter w0 on the spiral spectra of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam with w0x = w0y =
1 mm, M = 1: (a) w0 = 1 mm, (b) w0 = 2 mm, (c) w0 = 5 mm.

4. Conclusion
Based on the Hermite–Gaussian expansion of the Lorentz

distribution and the complex Gaussian expansion of the aper-
ture function, an analytical expression of the Lorentz–Gauss
vortex beam with one topological charge passing through the
single slit is derived. Due to these two expansions, the analyt-
ical expression is approximate. The normalized intensity and
the phase distributions of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vor-
tex beam are numerically demonstrated in the reference plane.
One can judge whether one topological charge is positive or
negative according to the intensity distribution or the phase
distribution of the diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam. The
effects of the topological charge and the three beam parame-
ters on the orbital angular momentum density of the diffracted
Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam are systematically studied. The
sign of the topological charge not only affects the sign of the
orbital angular momentum density, but also affects the orien-
tation of the orbital angular momentum density distribution.
With decreasing one of the parameters w0x and w0y or increas-
ing the parameter w0, the magnitude of the orbital angular mo-
mentum density increases. The shape of the orbital angular
momentum density distribution is most sensitive to the param-
eter w0, and the magnitude of the orbital angular momentum
density is most insensitive to the parameter w0. The influ-
ences of the three beam parameters on the spiral spectra of the
diffracted Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam are also investigated.
When the parameter w0 increases, the diffraction effect be-
comes stronger. As a result, the spiral spectra of the diffracted
Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam expand. As the parameter w0x in

Eq. (3) appears in both the Hermite polynomial and the Gaus-
sian function, the influence of the parameter w0x on the spiral
spectra is not similar to that of the parameter w0. The numer-
ical result denotes that the spiral spectra expand slowly with
decreasing parameter w0x. It seems that the expansion of the
spiral spectra is not very sensitive to the parameter w0x. With
increasing parameter w0y, the spiral spectra expand. The rea-
son is that the reverse change of the parameter w0y in the y
direction is similar to the positive change of w0x in the x di-
rection. The present study is useful for the measurement of
the topological charges of vortex beams. Therefore, the best
choice for measuring the topological charge of the diffracted
Lorentz–Gauss vortex beam is to make the single slit width
larger than the waist of the Gaussian part. The current research
is helpful not only to deepen the recognition of the properties
of Laguerre–Gaussian beams, but also to the application of the
orbital angular momentum.[41–45]
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[33] Liu Y X, Sun S H, Pu J X and Lü B D 2013 Opt. Laser Technol. 45 473
[34] Lyubomir S, Suzana T, Ivan S, Ljiljana J and Alexander D 2015 Opt.

Commun. 350 301
[35] Collins S A 1970 J. Opt. Soc. Am. 60 1168
[36] Schmidt P P 1976 J. Phys. B: At. Mol. Opt. Phys. 9 2331
[37] Wen J J and Breazeale M A 1990 Computational Acoustics (Lee D,

Cakmak A and Vichnevetsky R, Ed.) (New York: Elsevier)
[38] Gradshteyn I S and Ryzhik I M 1980 Table of Integrals, Series, and

Products (New York: Academic Press)
[39] Gao C Q, Wei G H and Webe H 2000 Sci. China Ser. A-Math. 43 1306
[40] Torner L and Torres J P 2005 Opt. Express 13 873
[41] Ni Y Z and Zhou G Q 2015 Lasers in Eng. 30 73
[42] Zhou G Q and Ru G Y 2015 Lasers in Eng. 30 159
[43] Zhou G Q and Ru G Y 2013 PIER 141 751
[44] Wang L, Zhao S M, Gong L Y and Cheng W W 2015 Chin. Phys. B 24

120307
[45] Zou L, Wang L, Zhao S M and Chen H W 2016 Chin. Phys. B 25

114215

094202-8

http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/OE.19.009708
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/OE.18.000726
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09500341003640079
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/JOSAA.31.000872
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0253-6102/61/2/16
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/JOSAA.31.001239
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2012.09.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2012.09.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2016.10.029
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2016.10.060
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2016.10.072
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00340-016-6320-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.optcom.2012.11.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00340-012-5118-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.2528/PIER13082703
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/OL.31.000999
http://dx.doi.org/10.1063/1.3151920
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00340-012-4911-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.optlastec.2012.06.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.optcom.2015.04.020
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.optcom.2015.04.020
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/JOSA.60.001168
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0022-3700/9/13/018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02880068
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/OPEX.13.000873
http://dx.doi.org/10.2528/PIER13051608
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1674-1056/24/12/120307
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1674-1056/24/12/120307
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1674-1056/25/11/114215
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1674-1056/25/11/114215

	1. Introduction
	2. Orbital angular momentum density and spiral spectra of Lorentz–Gauss vortex beams passing through a single slit
	3. Numerical calculations and analyses
	4. Conclusion
	References

