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Elastic behavior of disclination dipole near nanotube with
surface/interface effect∗
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In this paper, we present an analytical solution of the interaction of the nanotube (NT) with a wedge disclination dipole
in nanotube-based composites. The corresponding boundary value problem is solved exactly by using complex potential
functions. The explicit expression of the force exerted on disclination dipole is given by using the generalized Peach–
Koehler formula. As a numerical illustration, both the equilibrium position and the stability of the disclination dipole are
evaluated for different material combinations, relative thickness of an NT, surface/interface effects, and the features of the
disclination dipole. The results show that as the thickness of the NT layer increases, the NT has a relatively major role in
the force acting on the disclination dipole in the NT-based composite. The cooperative effect of surface/interface stresses
and the NT becomes considerable as the increase of NT layer thickness. The equilibrium position may occur, even more
than one, due to the influences of the surface/interface stress and the NT thickening. The influences of the surface/interface
stresses and the thickness of the NT layer on the force are greatly dependent on the disclination angle.
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1. Introduction
In composite materials, where we combine distinct

phases together for fillers, the opportunity exists to design ma-
terials for specific properties at various levels of scale.[1] Nan-
otubes (NTs), the synthesized atomic resolution characteriz-
ing nanoscale one-dimensional (1D) structures, are cylindri-
cal hollow tubes, similar in diameter to biological ion chan-
nels (a few nanometers). Certainly, the exceptional effect of
NTs as fillers should improve markedly as their fibers become
smaller, because of the increased surface area (per volume of
filler) available for the interaction with the matrix. For exam-
ple, a NT of about 10 nm in diameter has an interfacial area
with a matrix that is almost 1000 times greater than that of a
10-micrometre fiber of the same volume. This intimate con-
tact can influence the properties of the matrix, and affect its
chain entanglements, its morphology and even its crystallinity.
In recent years there have been rapid advances in technol-
ogy for synthesizing NTs made from various materials and
modifying their surface chemical components, such as carbon
and silicon carbide,[2–5] boron nitride (BN),[6–8] and titanium
dioxide (TiO2).[9,10] Therefore, NTs can be used as excellent
nanofillers in diverse multifunctional composites to improve
physical, mechanical, and electronic properties, and chemical
capillarity, storage, and grafting properties of the composites
unattainable from current materials.[11–16]

Disclinations were firstly defined by Volterra[17] and orig-

inally introduced in the mechanics of deformed solids. The
disclinations, similar to dislocations, are defects with long-
range distortion fields.[18] As is well known, a dislocation
is determined by its Burgers vector 𝑏. In the same man-
ner, a disclination is related to an axial vector 𝜔 (the Frank
vector). For a single straight-linear disclination, the ener-
gies of self-screened disclination configurations (disclination
dipoles, disclination loops, etc.) may be relatively small,
and as proposed by Romanov,[19] the self-screened disclina-
tions may exist more easily in bulk crystalline and/or amor-
phous solids. Self-screened disclination configurations can
be directly observed in severely deformed solids.[20] They
have been recognized as typical defects and the sources of
characteristic singularities in the fields of displacement and
rotation.[21–23] Disclinations are special physical objects that
serve as carriers of violation of rotational symmetry.[24] They
are found in nature and are used to describe such diverse phe-
nomena as the arrangement of molecules in liquid crystals,[25]

the deformation behaviors of metals,[26] the polarization ef-
fect and diffraction of electromagnetic waves,[27] the displace-
ments of the Earth’s crust,[28] galactic structures,[29] misori-
entation in heteroepitaxial diamond films,[30] etc. Moreover,
comprehensive physical descriptions of plastic deformation of
nanocrystalline material and its effect on mechanical prop-
erties of nanocrystalline material require the introduction of
an adequate model given by the concept of disclinations to
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explain the structural evolution and transitions among vari-
ous substructures on various length scales.[31,32] In the early
1980s, the advent of the first nanocrystalline material[33,34]

aroused a great interest in disclinations as a powerful mean
to describe the structural and mechanical behaviors of nano-
objects.[35] The geometric and elastic properties of wedge
disclinations were used to model the pentagonal symmetry
and strained state in nanoparticles,[36,37] to explain the abnor-
mal Hall–Petch relation[38] and all kinds of grain boundary
phenomena[39–43] in nanocrystalline materials, to study pos-
sible ways of misfit-strain accommodation in heterogeneous
nano-layered structures,[44,45] etc. Accordingly, the discli-
nation concept is recognized to be very helpful in various
branches of physics and is significantly used to describe the
structures and mechanical properties and to explain a variety
of physical phenomena in solids.

As we have seen, the problems of edge and screw dis-
locations interacting with the NT accounting for the surface
effects have been addressed by Shodja et al.[46] and Moeini–
Ardakani et al.,[47] while the influence of NT on disclination
defect behavior has not been quantitatively studied well. The
focus of this research is to suggest a theoretical model to inves-
tigate the fundamental mechanism of the structure/size effect
of NTs on wedge disclination dipoles in NT-based composites.
Taking into account the nanoscale features of NTs, the Gurtin–
Murdoch surface/interface elasticity model[48,49] is used to ac-
count for the surface/interface effect of the NTs. By utilizing
this surface/interface elasticity model, great effort has been re-
cently made to understand some unusual phenomena related
to the surface/interface stresses in nanocomposites.[50–57]

The main work is to address the influences of different
material combinations, relative thickness values of NTs and
surface/interface effects as well as the features of the discli-
nation dipole on the equilibrium position and the stability of
the disclination dipole. Results from our micromechanical
modeling show that the properties of NT-based composites are
strongly influenced by the NT diameter. The importance of
taking into account the surface/interface effects on disclina-
tion defect is highlighted in our characterization and modeling
of model NT-based composites.

2. Problem solutions
In surface/interface elasticity theory, a surface or interface

is regarded as a negligibly thin layer adhered to the underly-
ing bulk material without slipping and having elastic constants
different from those of its bulk counterpart. The surface stress
tensor σ s is related to the deformation dependent surface en-
ergy Π

(
εαβ

)
by

σ
s
αβ

= τ
s
δαβ +

∂Π
(
εαβ

)
∂εαβ

, (1)

where εαβ is the 2×2 strain tensor for surface/interface, δαβ

represents the Kronecker delta for surface/interface and τs is
the residual surface/interface tension.

The presence of surface/interface stress gives rise to a
nonclassical boundary condition, which is in combination with
the surface/interface stress–strain relations and the equations
of classical elasticity forms a coupled system of field equa-
tions. From Gurtin and Murdoch[48] and Gurtin et al.,[49] on
the assumption that the surface adheres to the bulk without
slipping, and in the absence of body forces, the equilibrium
and constitutive equations for the isotropic case can be sum-
marized as follows. In the bulk

σ
b
i j, j = 0,

σ
b
i j =Ci jklεkl =

[
λδi jδkl +µ

(
δikδ jl +δilδ jk

)]
εkl , (2)

at the surface/interface〈
σ

b
βα

nα

〉
+σ

s
βα,β = 0,

〈
σ

b
jin jni

〉
= σ

s
αβ

καβ , (3)

σ
s
βα

= τ
s
δβα +2(µs− τ

s)εγα δβγ +(λ s + τ
s)εγγ δβα , (4)

where λ and µ are the Lamé constants for the isotropic bulk
material. Isotropic interfaces or surfaces can be characterized
by surface/interface Lamé constants µs and λ s (which ren-
der the surface/interface energy deformation dependent) and
residual surface/interface tension τs (under unstrained condi-
tions). The superscripts b and s denote the bulk and the sur-
face/interface, respectively. Here καβ represents the curvature
tensor of the surface or interface, nα is the normal vector at
the interface or surface and finally εi j is the infinitesimal strain
tensor and σi j is the corresponding stress tensor. In addition,
〈W 〉 = W2−W1 denotes the jump across the surface/interface
from matrix to the NT.

It is noted that only certain strain components appear
within the constitutive law for surface/interface due to the 2×2
nature of the surface/interface stress tensor (i.e., strains normal
to the surface/interface are excluded). Thus, the Greek indices
take on values 1 and 2 while Latin subscripts adopt values 1
through 3. Conventional summation rules are used unless oth-
erwise noted.

Figure 1 shows the plane physical problem to be treated
in this paper. An NT with inner radius R1 and outer ra-
dius R2 is filled into the infinite elastic matrix. The NT is
straight and infinitely extended in a direction perpendicular
to xOy plane. The circles Γ1 and Γ2 are used to denote the
NT’s inner surface and the outer NT-matrix interface, respec-
tively. Perfect bonding conditions are assumed at the sur-
face/interface Γ1 and Γ2. The NT and matrix are both assumed
to be isotropically elastic with elastic properties µ1, υ1 and
µ2, υ2. The origin of the rectangular coordinate is selected
to be at the center of the circular NT. The wedge disclination
dipole consists of a positive disclination with strength ω at
z1(= x1 + iy1 = z0− pe iφ ) and a negative disclination with
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the same strength at z2 (= x2 + iy2 = z0 + pe iϕ) in an infinite
matrix, so that the dipole arm has the length 2p and z0 = ρ e iθ .
Both disclination lines are perpendicular to the xOy plane.

O

y

x

R1R2

p

z2

z1
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Γ2

Γ1

+ω

−ω
ϕ

ρ
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µ1υ1
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s s s

s s s

Fig. 1. (color online) A wedge disclination dipole in an NT-based com-
posite.

For the present problem, based on Eqs. (3) and (4), the
boundary conditions at the surface/interface Γ1 and Γ2 can be
expressed as follows:

[σrr1 (t)+ iσrθ1 (t)]
− =

1
R1

[
σ

s
θθ1

(t)− i
∂σ s

θθ1
(t)

∂θ

]
, (5)

[ur1 (ζ )+ iuθ1 (ζ )]
+ = [ur2 (ζ )+ iuθ2 (ζ )]

− , (6)

[σrr2 (ζ )+ iσrθ2 (ζ )]
−− [σrr1 (ζ )+ iσrθ1 (ζ )]

+

=
1

R2

[
σ

s
θθ1

(ζ )− i
∂σ s

θθ1
(ζ )

∂θ

]
, (7)

where (σrr, σrθ ) and (ur, uθ ) are the stress and displacement
components, respectively, in the polar coordinates (r,θ) with
the origin at the center of the circular NT, the superscripts “+”
and “−” denote the boundary values of a physical quantity as z
approaches the surface/interface from the interior and exterior
of a circle, respectively. In addition, |t|= R1 and |ζ |= R2.

In light of Muskhelishvili,[58] the bulk stress and dis-
placement components can be expressed in terms of two com-
plex potentials u5 = 0.01 and Ψ (z) of the complex variable z
as follows:

σyy +σxx = 2
[
Φ (z)+Φ (z)

]
, (8)

σyy−σxx +2iσxy = 2
[
zΦ
′ (z)−Ψ (z)

]
, (9)

2µ
(
u′x +u′y

)
= iz

[
κΦ (z)−Φ (z)+ zΦ ′ (z)+

z
z
Ψ (z)

]
, (10)

where σxx, σyy, and σxy are the stress components in Cartesian
coordinates, u′x = ∂ux/∂θ , u′y = ∂uy/∂θ , ux, and uy are the
displacement components, Φ ′ (z) = d [Φ (z)]/dz, z = ρ e iθ ,
the overbar represents the complex conjugate, and κ = 3−4υ

for the plane strain state.
For a wedge disclination dipole placed inside the matrix,

two complex potentials Φ1 (z) and Ψ1 (z) which are holomor-
phic in the NT can be taken in the following forms:

Φ1 (z) =
∞

∑
k=0

akzk +
∞

∑
k=1

bkz−k, (11)

Ψ1 (z) =
∞

∑
k=0

ckzk−2 +
∞

∑
k=1

dkz−k−2, (12)

where the unknown coefficients ak, bk, ck, and dk could be de-
termined from the boundary conditions (5)–(7). For simplic-

ity in the calculations, we assume that TP (z) =
∞

∑
k=0

akzk and

TN (z) =
∞

∑
k=1

bkz−k.

According to Romanov and Vladimirov,[18] Liu et al.,[59]

and Fang et al.,[60] two complex potentials Φ2 (z) and Ψ2 (z)
in the matrix can be represented as follows:

Φ2 (z) =
D2ω

2
[ln(z− z1)− ln(z− z2)]+Φ20 (z) , (13)

Ψ2 (z) =
D2ω

2

(
z2

z− z2
− z1

z− z1

)
+Ψ20 (z) , (14)

where D2 = µ2/ [2π (1−υ2)], Φ20 (z) andΨ20 (z) are holomor-
phic in the matrix.

To treat the boundary conditions at the surface/interface,
it is convenient to introduce the following new analytical func-
tions in the corresponding regions according to the Schwarz
symmetry principle

Φ
∗
1 (z) = −Φ1

(
R2

1
z

)
+

R2
1

z
Φ ′1

(
R2

1
z

)
+

R2
1

z2 Ψ1

(
R2

1
z

)
,

|z|< R1, (15)

Φ
∗∗
1 (z) = −Φ1

(
R2

2
z

)
+

R2
2

z
Φ ′1

(
R2

2
z

)
+

R2
2

z2 Ψ1

(
R2

2
z

)
,

|z|> R2, (16)

Φ
∗
2 (z) = −Φ2

(
R2

2
z

)
+

R2
2

z
Φ ′2

(
R2

2
z

)
+

R2
2

z2 Ψ2

(
R2

2
z

)
,

|z|< R2. (17)

Substituting Eqs. (11)–(14) into Eqs. (15)–(17), we have

Φ
∗
1 (z) = FN(z)+FP(z), (18)

Φ
∗∗
1 (z) = HN(z)+HP(z), (19)

Φ
∗
2 (z) =

D2ω

2

(
ln

z− z∗2
z− z∗1

+
z1− z∗1
z− z∗1

− z2− z∗2
z− z∗2

+
z2− z1

z

)
+Φ

∗
20 (z) , (20)

where z∗1 = R2
2/z1, z∗2 = R2

2/z2,

FN (z) =
∞

∑
k=1

[
(k−1)akR2k

1 + ckR2(k−1)
1

]
z−k,

FP (z) = −a0 + c0R−2
1

+
∞

∑
k=1

[
−(k+1)bkR−2k

1 +dkR−2(k+1)
1

]
zk,

HN (z) =
∞

∑
k=1

[
(k−1)akR2k

2 + ckR2(k−1)
2

]
z−k,

HP (z) = −a0 + c0R−2
2

+
∞

∑
k=1

[
−(k+1)bkR−2k

2 +dkR−2(k+1)
2

]
zk,

030202-3



Chin. Phys. B Vol. 23, No. 3 (2014) 030202

and Φ∗20 (z) is holomorphic in the region |z|< R2.
The surface/interfacial stress–strain relationship is given

by Sharma[61] as

σ
s
θθ = τ

s +(2µ
s +λ

s− τ
s)ε

s
θθ , (21)

where σ s
θθ

and εs
θθ

denote surface/interfacial stress and strain
in the polar coordinates. Here, we consider a coherent inter-
face. Thus surface/interface strain is equal to the associated
tangential strain in the abutting bulk material.

In view of the above additional constitutive equation for
the surface/interface region and the constitutive equation for
the bulk solid and according to Fang et al.,[62] the stress dis-
continuity condition in Eq. (5) at the surface Γ1 can be rewrit-
ten as

[σrr1 + iσrθ1]
−

=
τs

1
R1

+
2µs

1 +λ s
1− τs

1
4R1µ1

×
[
(σθθ1−σrr1)+

µ1

λ1 +µ1
(σθθ1 +σrr1)

− i
∂ (σθθ1−σrr1)

∂θ
− i

µ1

λ1 +µ1

∂ (σθθ1 +σrr1)

∂θ

]
, (22)

where µs
1 and λ s

1 are the surface constants, τs
1 is the residual

surface tension at the surface Γ1.
With the help of Eqs. (8), (9), (11), and (18), equation (22)

can be rewritten as[
(1+α1)Φ

∗
1 (t)+α1tΦ∗

′
1 (t)+(α1 +β1)Φ1

(
R2

1
t

)
− (α1 +β1)

R2
1

t
Φ ′1

(
R2

1
t

)]+
=

[
(1−α1−β1)Φ1 (t)− (α1 +β1) tΦ ′1 (t)

−α1Φ∗1

(
R2

1
t

)
+α1

R2
1

t
Φ∗

′
1

(
R2

1
t

)
−

τs
1

R1

]−
, (23)

where α1 = (2µs
1 +λ s

1− τs
1)/(4R1µ1)

β1 = (2µ
s
1 +λ

s
1− τ

s
1)/[2R1 (λ1 +µ1)].

Let

f1(z) = (1+α1)Φ
∗
1 (z)+α1zΦ

∗′
1 (z)+(α1 +β1)Φ1

(
R2

1
z

)
− (α1 +β1)

R2
1

z
Φ ′1

(
R2

1
z

)
, |z|< R1, (24)

f1(z) = (1−α1−β1)Φ1 (z)− (α1 +β1)zΦ
′
1 (z)

−α1Φ∗1

(
R2

1
z

)
+α1

R2
1

z
Φ∗

′
1

(
R2

1
z

)
−

τs
1

R1
,

R1 < |z|< R2, (25)

by the use of the generalized Liouville theorem, then we have

f1(z) = (1+α1)FN(z)+α1zF ′N(z)+(α1 +β1)TP

(
R2

1
z

)

− (α1 +β1)
R2

1
z

T ′P

(
R2

1
z

)
+ (1−α1−β1)TP(z)− (α1 +β1)zT ′P(z)

−α1FN

(
R2

1
z

)
+α1

R2
1

z
F ′N

(
R2

1
z

)
−

τs
1

R1
. (26)

Referring to Eq. (24), the following complex expression
can be yielded as

Φ
∗
1 (z) =

1
1+α1

[
f1 (z)−α1zΦ

∗′
1 (z)− (α1 +β1)Φ1

(
R2

1
z

)
+ (α1 +β1)

R2
1

z
Φ ′1

(
R2

1
z

)]
. (27)

Considering Eq. (25), the following complex expression can
be obtained

Φ1 (z) =
1

1−α1−β1

[
f1 (z)+(α1 +β1)zΦ

′
1 (z)

+α1Φ∗1

(
R2

1
z

)
−α1

R2
1

z
Φ∗

′
1

(
R2

1
z

)
+

τs
1

R1

]
. (28)

The substitution of Eqs. (11), (18), and (26) into Eq. (28)
yields

Φ1 (z) = w1

[
e1FN (z)+ e2zF ′

N
(z)+ e3TP

(
R2

1
z

)
−e3

R2
1

z
T ′P

(
R2

1
z

)
+ e4TP (z)+ e3zT ′N (z)

+e2FP

(
R2

1
z

)
− e2

R2
1

z
F ′P

(
R2

1
z

)]
, (29)

where w1 = 1/(1−α1−β1), e1 = 1 + α1, e2 = α1, e3 =

α1 +β1, and e4 = 1−α1−β1.
Taking the complex conjugate of Eq. (15) and according

to Eqs. (27)–(29), it is found that

Ψ1 (z) =
R2

1
z2

{
s1FN (z)+ s2zF ′N (z)+ s3TP

(
R2

1
z

)
+s4

R2
1

z
T ′P

(
R2

1
z

)
+ s5TP (z)+ s6zT ′N (z)

+s7FP

(
R2

1
z

)
+ s8

R2
1

z
F ′P

(
R2

1
z

)
−s9z−2 + s10FN

(
R2

1
z

)
− s6TN (z)− s11

−s7z2F ′′N (z)− s12z
[

TP

(
R2

1
z

)]′
+s12R2

1

[
T ′P

(
R2

1
z

)]′
− s5zT ′P (z)− s12z2T ′′N (z)

−s7z
[

FP

(
R2

1
z

)]′
+ s7R2

1

[
F ′P

(
R2

1
z

)]′}
, (30)

where s1 = w1e1 − w2e2, s2 = w1e2 + w2e2 − w1e8, s3 =

w1e3 + w2e7, s4 = −2w1e3 − w2e3, s5 = w1e4, s6 = w2e3,
s7 = w1e2, s8 = −2w1e2−w2e2, s9 = w2e6, s10 = w2τs

1/R1,
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s11 = w1e3, w2 = 1/(1+α1), e5 = 1+α1, e6 = 1−α1−β1,
and e7 = 1+2α1. Considering Eq. (10) and the displacement
continuity condition on the entire circular interface Γ2, equa-
tion (6) can be rewritten as[

κ1

µ1
Φ1 (ζ )−

1
µ2

Φ
∗
2 (ζ )

]+
=

[
κ2

µ2
Φ2 (ζ )−

1
µ1

Φ
∗∗
1 (ζ )

]−
, |ζ |= R2. (31)

Let

F2(z) =
κ1

µ1
Φ1 (z)−

1
µ2

Φ
∗
2 (z) , R1 < |z|< R2, (32)

F2(z) =
κ2

µ2
Φ2 (z)−

1
µ1

Φ
∗∗
1 (z) , |z|> R2, (33)

using the generalized Liouville theorem, the following equa-
tion can be obtained:

F2(z) =
κ2

µ2

D2ω

2
ln

z− z1

z− z2

− 1
µ2

D2ω

2

(
ln

z− z∗2
z− z∗1

+
z1− z∗1
z− z∗1

− z2− z∗2
z− z∗2

+
z2− z1

z

)
+

κ1

µ1
TN(z)−

1
µ1

HP(z). (34)

Utilizing a similar way to consider the stress discontinu-
ity condition at the interface Γ2, equation (7) can be rewritten
as [

Φ2 (ζ )+(1−α2)Φ
∗∗
1 (ζ )−α2ζ Φ

∗∗′
1 (ζ )

− (α2 +β2)Φ1

(
R2

2
ζ

)
+(α2 +β2)

R2
2

ζ
Φ ′1

(
R2

2
ζ

)
−

τs
2

R2

]−
=

[
(1+α2 +β2)Φ1 (ζ )+Φ

∗
2 (ζ )+(α2 +β2)ζ Φ

′
1 (ζ )

+α2Φ∗∗1

(
R2

2
ζ

)
−α2

R2
2

ζ
Φ∗∗

′
1

(
R2

2
ζ

)]+
, |ζ |= R2, (35)

where

α2 = (2µ
s
2 +λ

s
2− τ

s
2)/(4R2µ1),

β2 = (2µ
s
2 +λ

s
2− τ

s
2)/[2R2 (λ1 +µ1)],

µs
2 and λ s

2 are interface constants, τs
2 is the residual interface

tension at the interface Γ2. Let

F3(z) = (1+α2 +β2)Φ1 (z)+Φ
∗
2 (z)+(α2 +β2)zΦ

′
1 (z)

+α2Φ∗∗1

(
R2

2
z

)
−α2

R2
2

z
Φ∗∗′1

(
R2

2
z

)
,

R1 < |z|< R2, (36)

F3(z) = Φ2 (z)+(1−α2)Φ
∗∗
1 (z)−α2zΦ

∗∗′
1 (z)

− (α2 +β2)Φ1

(
R2

2
z

)
+ (α2 +β2)

R2
2

z
Φ ′1

(
R2

2
z

)
−

τs
2

R2
, |z|> R2, (37)

using the generalized Liouville theorem, then we have

F3(z) =
D2ω

2

(
ln

z− z∗2
z− z∗1

+
z1− z∗1
z− z∗1

− z2− z∗2
z− z∗2

+
z2− z1

z

)
+

D2ω

2
ln

z− z1

z− z2
−

τs
2

R2

+ (1+α2 +β2)TN(z)+(α2 +β2)zT ′N(z)

+α2HP

(
R2

2
z

)
−α2

R2
2

z
H ′p

(
R2

2
z

)
+ (1−α2)HP(z)−α2zH ′p(z)− (α2 +β2)TN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ (α2 +β2)

R2
2

z
T ′N

(
R2

2
z

)
. (38)

Combining Eqs. (32) and (36), we have

Φ1 (z) =
1

µ2κ1/µ1 +1+α2 +β2

×
[

µ2F2(z)+F3(z)− (α2 +β2)zΦ
′
1 (z)

−α2Φ∗∗1

(
R2

2
z

)
+α2

R2
2

z
Φ∗∗

′
1

(
R2

2
z

)]
. (39)

Referring to Eqs. (33) and (37), we have

Φ
∗∗
1 (z) =

1
1−α2 +µ2/κ2µ1

[
F3(z)−

µ2

κ2
F2(z)+α2zΦ

∗∗′
1 (z)

+ (α2 +β2)Φ1

(
R2

2
z

)
− (α2 +β2)

R2
2

z
Φ ′1

(
R2

2
z

)
+

τs
2

R2

]
. (40)

Substitution of Eqs. (11), (16), (34), and (38) into Eq. (39)
yields

Φ1 (z) = w3

[
f1 ln

z− z1

z− z2
+ f2TN (z)+ f3HP (z)

− f4zH ′
P
(z)− f5TN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ f5

R2
2

z
T ′

N

(
R2

2
z

)
− f5zT ′

P
(z)− f4HN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ f4

R2
2

z
H ′

N

(
R2

2
z

)
−

τs
2

R2

]
, (41)

where w3 = 1/(µ2κ1/µ1 +1+α2 +β2), f1 = (κ2 +1)M,
M = D2ω/2, f2 = µ2κ1/µ1 +1+α2 +β2, f3 = 1 − α2 −
µ2/µ1, f4 = α2, and f5 = α2 +β2.

Taking the complex conjugate of Eq. (16) and according
to Eqs. (11), (40), and (41), we can obtain that

Ψ1 (z) =
R2

2
z2

{
t1 ln

z− z1

z− z2
− t2

z
z− z1

+ t3
z

z− z2
+ t4TN (z)

+ t5HP (z)+ t6zH ′P (z)+ t7TN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ t8

R2
2

z
T ′N

(
R2

2
z

)
− t9zT ′P (z)− t10HN

(
R2

2
z

)
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+ t11
R2

2
z

H ′N

(
R2

2
z

)
− t12 + t13z+ t14HP

(
R2

2
z

)
+ t9TP (z)− t4zT ′N (z)+ t10z2H ′′P (z)+ t15z

[
TN

(
R2

2
z

)]′
− t15R2

2

[
T ′N

(
R2

2
z

)]′
+ t15z2T ′′P (z)

+ t10z
[

HN

(
R2

2
z

)]′
− t10R2

2

[
H ′N

(
R2

2
z

)]′}
, (42)

where t1 = w3 f1 − w4 f6, t2 = w4 f7 + w3 f1, t3 = w4 f8 +

w3 f1, t4 = w3 f2, t5 = w3 f3 +w4 f4, t6 = −w4 f4−w3 f3, t7 =

−w3 f5 + w4 f10, t8 = 2w3 f5 + w4 f5, t9 = w4 f5, t10 = w3 f4,
t11 = 2w3 f4 + w4 f4, t12 = w3τ0

2/R2 − w4 f6 ln(z1/z2), t13 =

w4 f9, t14 = w4 f11, t15 = w3 f5, w4 = µ2/(κ2µ1)+1−α2,
f6 = (1/κ2 +1)M, f7 = (1/κ2 +1)M

(
z1− z∗1

)
/z∗1, f8 =

(1/κ2 +1)M
(
z2− z∗2

)
/z∗2, f9 = (1/κ2 +1)M(z2− z1)/R2

2,
f10 = 1+α2 +β2−µ2κ1/µ1κ2, and f11 = 1−α2 +µ2/µ1κ2.

In order to simultaneously satisfy all of the boundary
conditions at the surface/interface Γ1 and Γ2, the two expres-
sions of Φ10 (z) and Ψ10 (z) obtained in the above part must be
compatible with each other.[63–66] Physically, the compatibil-
ity conditions for Φ10 (z) and Ψ10 (z) imply that the stress field
and displacement field in the NT are unique.

Referring to Eqs. (29), (30), (41), and (42), we have

w1

[
e1FN (z)+ e2zF ′

N
(z)+ e3TP

(
R2

1
z

)
− e3

R2
1

z
T ′P

(
R2

1
z

)

+e4TP (z)+ e3zT ′N (z)+ e2FP

(
R2

1
z

)
− e2

R2
1

z
F ′P

(
R2

1
z

)]

= w3

[
f1 ln

z− z1

z− z2
+ f2TN (z)+ f3HP (z)− f4zH ′

P
(z)

− f5TN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ f5

R2
2

z
T ′

N

(
R2

2
z

)
− f5zT ′

P
(z)

− f4HN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ f4

R2
2

z
H ′

N

(
R2

2
z

)
−

τs
2

R2

]
, (43)

R2
1

{
s1FN (z)+ s2zF ′N (z)+ s3TP

(
R2

1
z

)
+s4

R2
1

z
T ′P

(
R2

1
z

)
+ s5TP (z)+ s6zT ′N (z)

+s7FP

(
R2

1
z

)
+ s8

R2
1

z
F ′P

(
R2

1
z

)
− s9z−2 + s10FN

(
R2

1
z

)
−s6TN (z)− s11− s7z2F ′′N (z)− s12z

[
TP

(
R2

1
z

)]′
+s12R2

1

[
T ′P

(
R2

1
z

)]′
− s5zT ′P (z)− s12z2T ′′N (z)

−s7z
[

FP

(
R2

1
z

)]′
+ s7R2

1

[
F ′P

(
R2

1
z

)]′
= R2

2

{
t1 ln

z− z1

z− z2
− t2

z
z− z1

+ t3
z

z− z2
+ t4TN (z)+ t5HP (z)

+ t6zH ′
P
(z)+ t7TN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ t8

R2
2

z
T ′N

(
R2

2
z

)
− t9zT ′P (z)

− t10HN

(
R2

2
z

)
+ t11

R2
2

z
H ′N

(
R2

2
z

)
− t12 + t13z

+ t14HP

(
R2

2
z

)
+ t9TP (z)− t4zT ′N (z)+ t10z2H ′′P (z)

+ t15z
[

TN

(
R2

2
z

)]′
− t15R2

2

[
T ′N

(
R2

2
z

)]′
+ t15z2T ′′P (z)

+ t10z
[

HN

(
R2

2
z

)]′
− t10R2

2

[
H ′N

(
R2

2
z

)]′}
. (44)

Equations (43) and (44) can be expanded in series by
Laurent series expansion techniques, and the coefficients of
the same power terms of z are compared. By solving these
two equations, the unknown coefficients ak, bk, ck, and dk of
Eqs. (43) and (44) can be obtained. Since the procedure leads
to very cumbersome formulas for these coefficients, we do not
show them here. The detailed expressions of the unknown co-
efficients are listed in the Appendix. According to Eqs. (11)
and (12), two complex potentials Φ1 (z) and Ψ1 (z) can be de-
rived. The complex potentials Φ2 (z) and Ψ2 (z) can be deter-
mined by Eqs. (32)–(34). Therefore, the complex potentials
for the two material regions are obtained, and then the substi-
tution of them into Eqs. (8)–(10) leads to the stress fields and
the displacement fields in the NT and the matrix.

The detailed expressions of the complex potentials Φ2 (z)
and Ψ2 (z) are

Φ20 (z)

= − 1
κ2

D2ω

2

(
ln

z− z∗2
z− z∗1

+
z1− z∗1
z− z∗1

− z2− z∗2
z− z∗2

+
z2− z1

z

)
+

κ1µ2

κ2µ1
TN (z)+

µ2

κ2µ1
HN (z) , (45)

Ψ20 (z)

=
R2

2
z2

{
− 1

κ2

D2ω

2

(
ln

z− z∗2
z− z∗1

+
z1− z∗1
z− z∗1

− z2− z∗2
z− z∗2

+
z2− z1

z

)
+

1
κ2

D2ω

2

[
z

z− z∗2
− z

z− z∗1
− (z1− z∗1)z(

z− z∗1
)2

+
(z2− z∗2)z(

z− z∗2
)2 −

z2− z1

z

]
+

D2ω

2

[
ln

z1

z2
+

(z2− z1)

R2
2

z−κ2 ln
z− z∗1
z− z∗2

−κ2 ln
z1

z2

]
+

D2ω

2
z

R2
2
(z1− z2)+

κ1µ2

κ2µ1

[
TN (z)− zT ′N (z)

]
+

µ2

κ2µ1
HN (z)+

κ1µ2

µ1
TP

(
R2

2
z

)
+

µ2

µ1
HP

(
R2

2
z

)
− µ2

κ2µ1
zH ′N (z)

}
. (46)

It is noticed that if the nanopore vanishes (R1 → 0) our
current model is reduced to a wedge disclination dipole near
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a circular nanoinhomogeneity. Thus, equations (45) and (46)
can be simplified as

Φ20 (z) = − 1
κ2

D2ω

2

(
ln

z− z∗2
z− z∗1

+
z1− z∗1
z− z∗1

− z2− z∗2
z− z∗2

+
z2− z1

z

)
+

µ2

κ2µ1

{
a0 +

∞

∑
k=0

[
(k−1)R2k

2 ak +R2k−2
2 ck

]
z−k

}
,

(47)

Ψ20 (z) =
R2

2
z2

{
− 1

κ2

D2ω

2

(
ln

z− z∗2
z− z∗1

+
z1− z∗1
z− z∗1

− z2− z∗2
z− z∗2

+
z2− z1

z

)
+

1
κ2

D2ω

2

[
z

z− z∗2
− z

z− z∗1
− (z1− z∗1)z(

z− z∗1
)2

+
(z2− z∗2)z(

z− z∗2
)2 −

z2− z1

z

]
+

D2ω

2

[
ln

z1

z2
+

(z2− z1)

R2
2

z−κ2 ln
z− z∗1
z− z∗2

−κ2 ln
z1

z2

]
+

D2ω

2
z

R2
2
(z1− z2)

+
∞

∑
k=0

[
κ1µ2

µ1
+

µ2

κ2µ1
(k−1)(k+1)

]
R2k

2 akz−k

+
∞

∑
k=0

µ2

κ2µ1
(k+1)R2k−2

2 ckz−k

− µ2

µ1
a0 +

µ2

κ2µ1
a0

}
, (48)

where

a0 =

{
(κ2 +1)

D2ω

2
[
(m1−α2) ln(z1/z2)+(µ2/µ1−1−β2)

× ln(z1/z2)
]
− (m1−α2 +µ2/µ1−1−β2)

×α2τ
s
2/R2m2

}/[
(m1−α2)

2− (µ2/µ1−1−β2)
2
]
,

c0 = Rτ
s
2/m2,

a1 =
D2ω

2

{
(κ2 +1)

(
z−1

2 − z−1
1
)

−2α2

(
1+

1
κ2

)
/
[
R2

2 (m2 +α2)
]

×
[
z2− z1 + z∗1(1+ z1

−z∗1)− z∗2
(
1+ z2− z∗2

)]}/
(m1 +α2 +β2) ,

c1 =
D2ω

2(m2 +α2)

(
1+

1
κ2

)[
z2− z1 + z∗1

(
1+ z1− z∗1

)
−z∗2(1+ z2− z∗2)

]
,

ak =
D2ω

2R2k
2

{
(m2 +α2k)R2k

2 (κ2 +1)
(

z−k
2 − z−k

1

)
/k

−α2 (k+1)
(

1+
1
κ2

)[(
z∗k1 − z∗k2

)/
k+ z∗k1

(
z1− z∗1

)

−z∗k2

(
z2− z∗2

)]}/{
(m2 +α2k)

×
[
m1 +α2

(
k2 + k−1

)
+ kβ2

]
−α2 (k+1)

×
[
(m2 +β2)(k−1)+α2

(
k2−1

)]}
, (k ≥ 2) ,

ck =
D2ω

2

{[
m2 (k+1)+α2

(
k2−1

)
+β2 (k−1)

]
×R2k

2 (κ2 +1)
(

z−k
2 − z−k

1

)
/k

−
[
m1 +α2

(
k2 + k−1

)
+ kβ2

]
×
(

1+
1
κ2

)[(
z∗k1 − z∗k2

)
/k+ z∗k1

(
z1− z∗1

)
−z∗k2

(
z2− z∗2

)]}/{[
(m2 +β2)(k−1)+α2

(
k2−1

)]
×α2 (k+1)R−2

2 −
[
m1 +α2

(
k2 + k−1

)
+ kβ2

]
× (m2 +α2k)R2k−2

2

}
, (k ≥ 2) ,

m1 =
µ2κ1

µ1
+1+α2 +β2, m2 = 1−α2 +

µ2

κ2µ1
.

In order to validate the present reduced solution, the in-
fluence of the bulk material properties, such as shear modu-
lus, on the force acting on the wedge disclination dipole cen-
ter is examined without taking into account the interface ef-
fect, namely R1 = 0, µs

1 = µs
2 = 0, λ s

1 = λ s
2 = 0, τs

1 = τs
2 = 0.

In Fig. 2, let υ1 = υ2 = 0.3, R2 = 10 nm, p/R2 = 0.1 and
ϕ = θ = 0, then it will be easy to show that fy = 0 in this
case. Figure 2 indicates the variations of the normalized force
fx/µ2ω2R2 with relative distance ρ/R2 for different ratios of
shear modulus µ1/µ2. We can see that the influence of the
shear modulus on the force acting on the wedge disclination
dipole center is in accordance with the results of Fig. 2 in the
work of Luo and Liu.[54]

. . . . . . .
↩.

↩.

↩.

↩.



.

ρ/R2

f
x
/
µ
2
ω
2
R
2

µ1/µ2=2

µ1/µ2=1
µ1/µ2=0.6
µ1/µ2=0.2

µ1/µ2=1.5

Fig. 2. (color online) Variations of fx/µ2ω2R2 with relative distance
ρ/R2 for R1 = 0, µs

1 = µs
2 = 0, λ s

1 = λ s
2 = 0, τs

1 = τs
2 = 0, υ1 = υ2 = 0.3,

R2 = 10 nm, p/R2 = 0.1, and ϕ = θ = 0.

3. Force on disclination dipole
Following the Peach–Koehler formula, the perturbation

force exerted on the wedge disclination dipole can be evalu-
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ated. For ease of handling the influences of the various ma-
terials and geometric parameters on the perturbation force, we
calculate approximately the perturbation force components per
unit length on the center of the disclination dipole by the per-
turbation complex functions Φ20 (z0), Ψ20 (z0), and Φ ′20 (z0),
which are given by

fx− i fy = 2ω pe iϕ
[
Φ20 (z0)+Φ20 (z0)

]
+2ω pe−iϕ [z0Φ

′
20 (z0)+Ψ20 (z0)

]
. (49)

With the aid of Eqs. (45) and (46), the perturbation force com-
ponents fx and fy can be calculated.

4. Numerical studies
In the following sections, the influences of the NT

and surface/interface stresses on the elastic behavior of the
wedge disclination dipole are systematically discussed. In
all the numerical studies, the forces exerted on the disclina-
tion dipole center are normalized as fx0 = 4π fx/µ2ω2R2 and
fy0 = 4π fy/µ2ω2R2. Within the surface/interface elasticity
used in the present work, the surface and interface are consid-
ered to be vanishingly thin layers which are characterized by
their own surface/interface parameters: µs, λ s, and τs. For
the sake of definiteness, specifically we let µs

1 = µs
2 = µs

0,
λ s

1 = λ s
2 = λ s

0 . Therefore, we can introduce the following elas-
tic intrinsic lengths a = µs

0/µ2, b = λ s
0/µ2, c = τs

1/µ2, and
d = τs

2/µ2. Note that the elastic intrinsic lengths a, b, c, and
d have the dimension of length. Previous studies have shown
that a, b, c, and d are of the order of 0.1 nm and their values
can be positive or negative, depending on the crystallographic
orientation.[67] In addition, the following physical quantities
can be normalized: the ratio between the shear modulus of
the NT layer and the matrix as α = µ1/µ2, the relative thick-
ness of the NT layer as λ = R2/R1, the relative value of the
disclination dipole center to the outer radius of the NT layer
as δ = ρ/R2, which characterizes the relative distance of the
dipole center to the interface of the NT, and the semi length of
dipole arm relative to the NT layer as χ = p/R2. Without loss
of generality, the wedge disclination dipole is assumed to lie
on the x axis, i.e., ϕ = θ = 0 unless otherwise stated. In this
case fy0 is zero due to the symmetry of the problem.

The curves in Fig. 3 show the effects of the shear mod-
ulus mismatch of the NT layer and matrix on the force act-
ing on the center of the wedge disclination dipole without
surface/interface effects. When a = b = c = d = 0, the sur-
face/interface effects of the NT are ignored and the composite
material becomes a traditional two-phase composite material.
We can see that as the wedge disclination dipole is located
closer to the outer interface from the matrix, the repulsive or
attractive force of the NT, exerted on the disclination dipole,

becomes sharper. When the coating layer is much softer than
the matrix, the disclination dipole is always attracted by the
coating layer and has no equilibrium position in the case un-
der consideration. When the coating layer is harder than the
matrix, the disclination dipole might be first attracted and then
repelled, being kept away from the composites. An unstable
equilibrium position of the wedge disclination dipole can be
found at about δ = 1.7 near the hard coating layer for α = 1.2.
When the coating layer is sufficiently harder than the matrix,
the disclination dipole is repelled all the time.

0 2 4 6 8 10
-0.010

-0.005

0

0.005

0.010

δ

f
x


α=0.2

α=1.2

α=2.5
α=5

Fig. 3. (color online) Dependences of normalized force fx0 on the rela-
tive center position of the disclination dipole δ for a = b = c = d = 0,
λ = 1.5, χ = 0.006, R1 = 100 nm, ϕ = θ = 0, υ1 = 0.1, and υ2 = 0.3.

In Fig. 4, we show the variations of the normalized force
fx0 with the ratio between the shear modulus of NT and matrix
α for different surface/interface stresses. It clearly indicates
that as the NT layer hardens, the attractive force on the discli-
nation dipole sharply reduces and then turns into a repulsive
force. There exists a critical ratio of the shear modulus αc to
keep the dipole center in equilibrium. For instance, the critical
ratio αc = 1.85 for a = b = c = d = 0. Within the nonclassical
approach, the surface/interface causes different effects on the
force exerted on the disclination dipole, depending on the posi-
tive or negative values of the surface/interface elastic constants
and residual surface/interface tensions. It is seen that the sur-
face/interface characterized by the positive surface/interface
elastic constants or the negative residual surface/interface ten-
sions contributes to the repulsive force of the NT on the discli-
nation dipole. In addition, the positive surface/interface elastic
constants and the negative residual surface/interface tensions
reduce the critical ratio of the shear modulus to keep the dipole
center in equilibrium. In other words, the NT needs to be
harder to keep the dipole center in equilibrium with the sur-
face/interface characterized by the negative surface/interface
elastic constants or the positive residual surface/interface ten-
sions.

From the above two figures, we observe that the shear
modulus and the surface/interface stresses of the NT can
change not only the location of the equilibrium position, but
also the stability of the disclination dipole.
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α

f
x


0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0

-0.8

-0.4

0

0.4

0.8

a/b/c/d/

a/b/.↪ c/d/

a/b/↩.↪ c/d/

a/b/↪ c/d/.

a/b/↪ c/d/↩.

Fig. 4. (color online) Dependences of normalized force fx0 on the ratio
of the shear modulus of the NT and matrix α for λ = 1.1, χ = 0.05,
δ = 1.05, R1 = 10 nm, ϕ = θ = 0, υ1 = 0.1, and υ2 = 0.3.

Figure 5 shows the variations of fx0 with δ for differ-
ent Poisson ratios and surface/interface elastic constants with
λ = 1.1, χ = 0.05, α = 1.2, R1 = 10 nm, ϕ = θ = 0, and
υ2 = 0.2. It is noted that the influence of Poisson ratio mis-
match increases dramatically as the wedge disclination dipole
approaches the NT. It also indicates that increasing the Poisson
ratio of the NT layer impedes the attraction and contributes to
the repulsion of the NT on the disclination dipole. Thus, the
unstable equilibrium position is close to the outer interface of
the NT with the increase of the Poisson ratio of the NT layer.
Moreover, it is seen that the surface/interface of the NT with
positive (negative) surface/interface elastic constants adds an
extra repulsive (attractive) force to the force obtained within
the classical elasticity. This additional force becomes stronger
when the disclination dipole moves toward the NT and finally
tends to infinity when it reaches the outer interface of the NT.
From this figure, we conclude that the Poisson ratio and the
surface/interface stresses of the NT layer have a significant ef-
fect on the force and the equilibrium location of the disclina-
tion dipole.
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Fig. 5. (color online) Dependences of normalized force fx0 on the rela-
tive center position of the disclination dipole δ for λ = 1.1, χ = 0.05,
α = 1.2, R1 = 10 nm, ϕ = θ = 0, and υ2 = 0.2.

For a = b = 0, χ = 0.05, δ = 1.05, ϕ = θ = 0, υ1 =

υ2 = 0.2 and R1 = 15 nm, figure 6 demonstrates the varia-

tions of fx0 with the thickness of the NT layer with different
ratios of the shear modulus and the residual surface/interface
tensions. It is clear from the figure that when the NT layer is
relatively thin, the attraction is increasingly weakened and the
repulsion is rapidly strengthened with the thickening of the NT
due to the harder NT layer. In this case, the positive (negative)
residual surface/interface tensions contribute to the attractive
(repulsive) force acting on the disclination dipole. Moreover,
the surface/interface stresses have relatively less effect on the
force acting on the disclination dipole. However, when the
thickness of the NT layer is large enough, the effect of the
thickness of the NT layer on the repulsive or attractive force
is correspondingly mild. Interestingly, as the NT layer thick-
ens, the surface/interface effect becomes considerable, while
the surface/interface stresses characterized by negative resid-
ual surface/interface tensions cause an extra force which in-
creases the attraction or reduces the repulsion of the NT to
the disclination dipole. These results have not been found in
previous studies.
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Fig. 6. (color online) Dependences of normalized force fx0 on the rel-
ative thickness of the NT layer λ for R1 = 15 nm, χ = 0.05, δ = 1.05,
ϕ = θ = 0, υ1 = υ2 = 0.2, and a = b = 0. Inset is an enlarged figure
with λ ranging from 1.0 to 1.8.

The variations of the normalized force fx0 with a rela-
tive center position of the disclination dipole δ are depicted in
Fig. 7 for different values of disclination strength ω . As can
be seen in the figure, when the NT layer is harder than the ma-
trix, and the Poisson ratio of the NT layer is the same as that
of the matrix, the disclination dipole is first attracted and then
repelled by the NT as the disclination dipole goes away from
the NT–matrix interface. The repulsive force first sharply in-
creases and then slowly decreases as the disclination dipole is
kept away from the interface, leading to the maximum value of
the repulsive force. Enhancement of the disclination strength
ω results in the increment of the attractive or repulsive force,
and the maximum value of the repulsive force acting on the
disclination dipole in such a situation. However, when the
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disclination dipole goes far enough, i.e. δ = 7, the effect of
the disclination strength is negligibly small.

2 4 6 8
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ω=5
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ω=15

Fig. 7. (color online) Dependences of normalized force fx0 on the rela-
tive center position of the disclination dipole δ for a = b = c = d = 0,
α = 1.2, R1 = 15 nm, χ = 0.05, λ = 1.2, ϕ = θ = 0, and υ1 = υ2 = 0.2.

Suppose that the disclination dipole is located at the ar-
bitrary position in the matrix, then the force fy0 will not be
zero in this case. Therefore, the dependences of the normal-
ized forces fx0 and fy0 on the relative center position of the
disclination dipole δ for different wedge disclination angles ϕ

and dipole location angles θ are plotted in Figs. 8(a) and 8(b)
for α = 1.2, λ = 1.2, R1 = 15 nm, χ = 0.05, υ1 = υ2 = 0.2,
and a = b = c = d = 0. We can see that without the sur-
face/interface effects, one can obtain quite different forces fx0

and fy0 acting on the disclination dipole due to the NT, inten-
sively depending on the wedge disclination angle ϕ and dipole
location angle θ , especially when the disclination dipole is
very close to the NT. For the force component fx0, as shown
in Fig. 8(a), the disclination dipole is first attracted and then
repelled as the disclination dipole is far away from the NT–
matrix interface. As the wedge disclination angle ϕ and dipole
location angle θ increase in a range of 0◦–90◦, the repulsive
force decays, and then changes into an attractive force. There-
fore the unstable equilibrium position may disappear, and even
turn into the stable one. For example, it has no equilibrium
position for ϕ = θ = 30◦, while a stable equilibrium position
can be found for ϕ = θ = 45◦. The force fx0 is always zero
when ϕ = θ = 90◦. However, when the disclination dipole
crosses the position φ = θ = 90◦ to a region of 90◦–180◦,
the NT may again first attract and then repel the disclination
dipole, causing an unstable equilibrium position. It is also
noted in Fig. 8(b), the similar influences of the wedge discli-
nation angle ϕ and dipole location angle θ on the force fy0

are found except for some special conditions. For example,
the force fy0 is still always zero when ϕ = θ = 0◦. Besides,
when ϕ = θ = 90◦, the disclination dipole is subjected to the
strongest attractive or repulsive force exerted by the NT and
has a stable equilibrium position around δ = 1.3.
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Fig. 8. (color online) Dependences of normalized forces fx0 (a) and
fy0 (b) on the relative center position of the disclination dipole δ

for α = 1.2, λ = 1.2, R1 = 15 nm, χ = 0.05, υ1 = υ2 = 0.2, and
a = b = c = d = 0.

In Fig. 9, in order to conveniently analyze the results,
we assume again that the center of the wedge disclination
dipole is located on the x axis. The following demonstra-
tions are the variations of the normalized forces fx0 and fy0

with wedge disclination angle ϕ for different thickness val-
ues of the NT layer and surface/interface stresses when the
disclination dipole moves along the x axis (Fig. 9). Fig-
ures 9(a) and 9(b) show the effects of the thickness of the NT
layer and the surface/interface elastic constants on the normal-
ized forces fx0 and fy0 for α = 1.2, R1 = 15 nm, δ = 1.05,
χ = 0.05, υ1 = υ2 = 0.2, θ = 0, and c = d = 0. As we can
see, the normalized forces fx0 and fy0 are still an even and
an odd function of the wedge disclination angle ϕ , respec-
tively. As the thickness of the NT layer increases, the NT
has a relatively major role in the force acting on the discli-
nation dipole in the NT-based composites. That is, when the
NT layer becomes thick enough, the nanopore is less influ-
ential in the disclination dipole. If the thickness of the NT is
large enough, the equilibrium position will emerge in this case.
For the normalized force fx0 in Fig. 9(a), the surface/interface
effects characterized by the positive surface/interface elastic
constants reduce the attractive force and increase the repulsion
in some ranges. For λ = 1.1, the range is about 0◦ ≤ ϕ ≤ 60◦

and 120◦ ≤ ϕ ≤ 180◦, and for λ = 1.3, 0◦ ≤ ϕ ≤ 70◦ and
110◦ ≤ ϕ ≤ 180◦. However, in a range of 60◦ ≤ ϕ ≤ 120◦

for λ = 1.1, the surface/interface stresses show the inverse in-

030202-10



Chin. Phys. B Vol. 23, No. 3 (2014) 030202

fluence on the normalized force fx0. As shown in Fig. 9(b),
the surface/interface effects characterized by the positive (neg-
ative) surface/interface elastic constants reduce (enlarge) the
attractive force in a range of 0 ≤ ϕ ≤ 90◦. However, the sur-
face/interface stresses show the inverse influence on the nor-
malized force fy0 in a range of 90◦ ≤ ϕ ≤ 180◦. In addition,
note that the force always equals zero at the points ϕ = 0◦,
90◦, and 180◦. From these two figures, we can see that the
equilibrium position may occur, even more than one, owing to
the influence of the surface/interface stresses and the increase
of the NT layer thickness. Furthermore, the cooperative influ-
ences of the surface/interface stresses and the thickness of the
NT layer on the force are greatly dependent on the disclination
angle ϕ .
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Fig. 9. (color online) Dependences of the normalized forces fx0 (a) and
fy0 (b) on disclination angle ϕ for α = 1.2, R1 = 15 nm, δ = 1.05,
χ = 0.05, υ1 = υ2 = 0.2, θ = 0, and c = d = 0.

5. Conclusions
The elastic behavior of a wedge disclination dipole lo-

cated in NT-based composites is studied within the framework
of surface/interface elasticity theory. The explicit expression
for the force acting on the wedge disclination dipole is ob-
tained by means of a complex variable method. The influ-

ences of material elastic dissimilarity, the NT thickness and
the features of the disclination dipole, and surface/interface ef-
fect on the force are evaluated. Some conclusions drawn from
the present study are summarized as follows.

i) The influence of the material elastic dissimilarity on the
force increases dramatically as the wedge disclination dipole
approaches the NT. When the NT is much softer than the ma-
trix, the disclination dipole is always attracted by the NT and
has no equilibrium position. When the NT is harder than the
matrix, the disclination dipole might be first attracted and then
repelled, being kept away from the NT, leading to an unstable
equilibrium position of the disclination dipole. There exists a
critical ratio of the shear modulus to keep the dipole center in
equilibrium. When the NT is sufficiently harder than the ma-
trix, the disinclination dipole is repelled all the time. Increas-
ing the Poisson ratio of the NT layer impedes the attraction
and contributes to the repulsion of the NT on the disclination
dipole.

ii) When the NT is relatively thin, the attraction is increas-
ingly weakened and the repulsion is rapidly strengthened with
the thickening of the NT due to harder NT layer. However, as
the thickness of the NT layer increases, the NT has a relatively
major role in the force acting on the disclination dipole in the
NT-based composites.

iii) The enhancement of the disclination strength results
in the increment of the attractive or repulsive force on the
disclination dipole. However, when disclination dipole goes
far enough away from the NT, the effect of the disclination
strength is negligibly small. Due to the effect of the hard NT,
as the wedge disclination angle and dipole location angle in-
crease in the range of 0◦–90◦, the repulsive force decays, and
then changes into an attractive force, which makes the unstable
equilibrium position disappear, even a stable one may occur.

iv) The positive surface/interface elastic constants and the
negative residual surface/interface tensions reduce the critical
ratio of the shear modulus to keep the dipole center in equi-
librium. As the NT layer thickens, the surface/interface ef-
fect becomes considerable. The equilibrium position may oc-
cur, even more than one, owing to the influences of the sur-
face/interface stresses and NT thickening. The influences of
the surface/interface stresses and the thickness of the NT layer
on the force are greatly dependent on the disclination angle.

Appendix A

a0 =
(y02y09− y03y08)(y06v01− y03v02)− (y02y06− y03y05)(y09v01− y03v03)

(y01y06− y03y04)(y02y09− y03y08)− (y02y06− y03y05)(y01y09− y03y07)
,

c0 =
(y01y09− y03y07)(y06v01− y03v02)− (y01y06− y03y04)(y09v01− y03v03)

(y02y06− y03y05)(y01y09− y03y07)− (y01y06− y03y04)(y02y09− y03y08)
,
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y01 = x01x06− x02x05, y02 = x03x06− x02x07,

y03 = x04x06− x02x08, y04 = x01x09− x02x010,

y05 = x03x09 + x02x012, y06 = x04x09 + x02x011,

y07 = x01x013− x02x014, y08 = x03x013 + x02x016,

y09 = x04x013 + x02x015, v01 = x06u01− x02u02,

v02 = x09u01− x02u03, v03 = x013u01− x02u04,

x01 = w1 (e4− e2) , x02 = w1e3 +w3 f3, x03 = w1e2,

x04 = w3 f3, x05 = R2
1 (s5− s7)+R2

2 (t14− t9) ,

x06 = R2
1s3 +R2

2t5, x07 = s7− t14, x08 = t5,

x09 = x01, x010 = x02, x011 = x03,

x012 = x04, x013 = x05, x014 = x06, x015 = x07,

x016 = x08, u01 = w3 f1 ln(z1/z2)−w3τ
s
2/R2,

u02 = R2
2 (t1 +w4 f6) ln(z1/z2)+R2

1s12−R2
2t12,

u03 = u01, u04 = u02, a1 =
x124v11− x14v12

x11x124− x14x121
,

b1 = y13, c1 = y12, d1 =
x113v13− x19v14

x112x113− x19x116
,

v11 = u11− x12y11− x13y12, v12 =−x122y11− x123y12,

v13 =−x110y13− x115y14, v14 = u13− x114y13− x115y14,

y11 =
x120u12

x15x120− x16x119
, y12 =

x119u12

x16x119− x15x120
,

y13 =
x18u14

x18x117− x17x118
, y14 =

x17u14

x17x118− x18x117
,

x11 = w1e4, x12 = 2w3 ( f3− f4 + f5)R−2
2 ,

x13 = 2w3 f4R−2
2 , x14 = w3 ( f4− f3) ,

x15 = 2t5 +2t6− t7 + t8−3t15,

x16 = s9−2t10 + t11, x17 =−w1e3−w3 f2,

x18 = w1e1−w1e2, x19 = s3 + s4 + s11,

x110 = R2
1 (−2s8−2s6−2s11−4s7)+R2

2 (−2t4 +2t14) ,

x111 = s1− s2−2s7, x112 = s8 +2s7− t14,

x113 = x11, x114 = x12, x115 = x13,

x116 = x14, x117 = x15, x118 = x16,

x119 = x17, x120 = x18, x121 = x19,

x122 = x110, x123 = x111, x124 = x112,

u11 = w3 f1
(
z−1

2 − z−1
1
)
,

u12 = R2
2
(
−t1z−1

1 + t1z−1
2 + t2z−1

1 − t3z−1
2 + t13

)
,

u13 = u11, u14 = u12,

a2 =
(y22y29− y23y28)(y26v21− y23v22)− (y22y26− y23y25)(y29v21− y23v23)

(y21y26− y23y24)(y22y29− y23y28)− (y21y29− y23y27)(y22y26− y23y25)
,

b2 =
(y212y217− y211y218)(y214v24− y211v25)− (y212y214− y211y215)(y217v24− y211v26)

(y210y214− y211y213)(y212y217− y211y218)− (y210y217− y211y216)(y212y214− y211y215)
,

c2 =
(y21y29− y23y27)(y26v21− y23v22)− (y21y26− y23y24)(y29v21− y23v23)

(y21y29− y23y27)(y22y26− y23y25)− (y21y26− y23y24)(y22y29− y23y28)
,

d2 =
(y210y217− y211y216)(y214v24− y211v25)− (y210y214− y211y213)(y217v24− y211v26)

(y210y214− y211y213)(y212y217− y211y218)− (y210y217− y211y216)(y212y214− y211y215)
,

y21 = x21x26− x22x25, y22 = x23x26− x22x27,

y23 = x24x26 + x22x28, y24 = x21x226− x22x225,

y25 = x23x226− x22x227, y26 = x24x226 + x22x228,

y27 = x21x230− x22x229, y28 = x23x230− x22x231,

y29 = x24x230− x22x232, y210 = x210x213− x29x214,

y211 = x211x213− x29x215, y212 = x212x213 + x29x216,

y213 = x210x217− x29x218, y214 = x211x217− x29x219,

y215 = x212x217 + x29x220, y216 = x210x221− x29x222,

y217 = x211x221− x29x223, y218 = x212x221− x29x224,

v21 = x26u21− x22u22, v22 = x226u21− x22u27,

v23 = x230u21− x22u28, v24 = x213u23− x29u24,

v25 = x217u23− x29u25, v26 = x221u23− x29u26,

x21 = w1e4 +2w3 f5 +3w3 f4,

x22 = 3w3 f3−6w3 f4 +3w3 f5,

x23 = 3w3 f4R−2
2 , x24 = (2 f4− f3)w3R−6

2 ,

x25 = R2
1 (s9− s5)+R2

2 (t9 +2t11−2t15−7t10) ,

x26 = (3t5 +6t6− t7 +2t8 +6t10−8t15)R−2
2 ,

x27 = s9−7t10 +2t11, x28 = t5 +2t6 +2t10,

x29 = (e1−2e2− e3)w1R4
1, x210 = 3w1e2−2w1e3−w3 f2,

x211 = (e1−2e2)w1R2
1, x212 = w1e2R−2

1 ,

x213 = (s1−2s2 + s3 +2s4−6s7)R6
1,

x214 = R2
1 (−6s8−3s6−6s11−3s7)+R2

2 (3t14−3t4) ,

x215 = (s1−2s2−6s7)R4
1, x216 = 2s8 + s7− t14,

x217 = x21, x218 = x22, x219 = x23, x220 = x24,

x221 = x25, x222 = x26, x223 = x27, x224 = x28,

x225 = x29, x226 = x210, x227 = x211, x228 = x212,

x229 = x213, x230 = x214, x231 = x215, x232 = x216,

u21 = 0.5w3 f1
(
z−2

2 − z−2
1
)
,

u22 = R2
2
(
0.5t1z−2

2 −0.5t1z−2
1 + t2z−2

1 − t3z−2
2
)
,

u23 = 0, u24 = R2
1s9, u25 = u21,

u26 = u22, u27 = u23, u28 = u24,
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ak =
(yk2yk9− yk3yk8)(yk6vk1− yk3vk2)− (yk2yk6− yk3yk5)(yk9vk1− yk3vk3)

(yk1yk6− yk3yk4)(yk2yk9− yk3yk8)− (yk1yk9− yk3yk7)(yk2yk6− yk3yk5)
,

bk =
(yk11yk18 + yk12yk17)yk11vk4 +(yk11yk15− yk12yk14)yk11vk5

(yk11yk13− yk10yk14)(yk11yk18 + yk12yk17)− (yk11yk16− yk10yk17)(yk11yk15− yk12yk14)
,

ck =
(yk1yk9− yk3yk7)(yk6vk1− yk3vk2)− (yk1yk6− yk3yk4)(yk9vk1− yk3vk3)

(yk1yk9− yk3yk7)(yk2yk6− yk3yk5)− (yk1yk6− yk3yk4)(yk2yk9− yk3yk8)
,

dk =
(yk11yk16− yk10yk17)yk11vk4− (yk11yk13− yk10yk14)yk11vk5

(yk11yk16− yk10yk17)(yk11yk15− yk12yk14)− (yk11yk13− yk10yk14)(yk11yk18 + yk12yk17)
, (k ≥ 3) ,

yk1 = xk1xk6− xk2xk5, yk2 = xk2xk6− xk2xk7,

yk3 = xk4xk6 + xk2xk8, yk4 = xk1xk26− xk2xk25,

yk5 = xk3xk26− xk2xk27, yk6 = xk4xk26− xk2xk28,

yk7 = xk1xk30− xk2xk29, yk8 = xk3xk30− xk2xk31,

yk9 = xk4xk30− xk2xk32, yk10 = xk10xk13− xk9xk14,

yk11 = xk11xk13− xk9xk15, yk12 = xk12xk13− xk9xk16,

yk13 = xk9xk18− xk10xk17, yk14 = xk9xk19− xk11xk17,

yk15 = xk9xk20− xk12xk17, yk16 = xk9xk22− xk10xk21,

yk17 = xk9xk23− xk11xk21, yk18 = xk9xk24 + xk12xk21,

vk1 = xk6uk1− xk2uk2, vk2 = xk26uk1,

vk3 = xk30uk1, vk4 = xk9uk3, vk5 = xk9uk4,

xk1 = w1e4 + kw3 f5 +(k−1)(k+1)w3 f4,

xk2 = ( f3− k f4 + f5)(k+1)w3R−2k
2 ,

xk3 = (k+1)w3 f4R−2
2 , xk4 = (k f4− f3)w3R−2k−2

2 ,

xk5 = R2
1 (s5− s7)+R2

2 (t14− t9) ,

xk6 =
[
(k+1) t5 + k (k+1) t6− t7 + kt8

+ k (k−1)(k+1) t10− k (k+2) t15
]
R−2k+2

2 ,

xk7 = s9−
(
k2 +2k−1

)
t10 + kt11,

xk8 = t5 + kt6 + k (k−1) t10,

xk9 = (e1− ke2− e3)(k−1)w1R2k
1 ,

xk10 =−kw1e3 +(k−1)(k+1)w1e2−w3 f2,

xk11 = (e1− ke2)w1R2k−2
1 , xk12 =−(k−1)w1e2R−2

1 ,

xk13 =
[
(k−1)s1− k (k−1)s2 + s3 + ks4

− k (k−1)(k+1)s7− k (k−2)s11
]
R2k+2

1 ,

xk14 = R2
1 (k+1)

[(
k2−2k−1

)
s7− ks8− s6− ks11+

]
+R2

2 (k+1)(t14− t4) ,

xk15 = [s1− ks2− k (k+1)s7]R2k
1 ,

xk16 = ks8−
(
k2−2k−1

)
s7− t14, xk17 = xk1,

xk18 = xk2, xk19 = xk3, xk20 = xk4, xk21 = xk5,

xk22 = xk6, xk23 = xk7, xk24 = xk8, xk25 = xk9,

xk26 = xk10, xk27 = xk11, xk28 = xk12, xk29 = xk13,

xk30 = xk14, xk31 = xk15, xk32 = xk16,

uk1 = 1/kw3 f1

(
z−k

2 − z−k
1

)
,

uk2 = R2
2

(
−1/kt1z−k

1 +1/kt1z−k
2 + t2z−k

1 − t3z−k
2

)
,

uk3 = uk1, and uk4 = uk2.
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