
How to prepare your figures 

 

10. Figures 

Figures must be embedded, in place, in your article-text file for the reviewer’s reference. 

If your paper is accepted for publication, you will be asked to upload all the individual figure 

files as a zip file. Figures should be numbered in the order in which they are referred to in the 

text, using sequential numerals (e.g. Fig.1, Fig.2, etc.) Micrographs should include a scale bar 

of appropriate size, e.g. 1 μm.  

If previously published figures, tables, etc., are reproduced in the manuscript, authors 

must show that they have complied with the requirements of the publisher of that material. 

Authors should provide the reuse permission agreement from the publisher of the originally 

published work.  

10.1. File types 

Preferred formats are .eps, .pdf, .ps. Scalable vector formats (i.e., EPS and PDF) are 

greatly preferred. The use of Origin, MATLAB, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop, Visio 

are suggested. Photographic images (.jpg, .png, .tiff formats) should be with a high resolution 

of preferably 600 dpi or higher. For detailed information about how to prepare the figure files 

for your accepted paper for publication, please see 

http://cpb.iphy.ac.cn/UserFiles/File/filetypeE.pdf.   

10.2. Size 

The maximum published width for a two-column figure is 8.5 cm. The maximum width 

for a one-column figure is 17 cm. Lines in the figure should be thicker than the lines of the 

frame. A minimum of 0.5 point width for lines. 

10.3．Text in the figure 

Text in the figures should be keep to a minimum. All the symbols and labels in the figure 

should be consistent with the main text. Legends or labels within figures should be of 8-point 

type size. The first letter of all text (including horizontal and vertical coordinates) should be 

capitalized in the figures.  

10.4. Axes 

Appropriate axis scales and scale numbers should be used. The axis labels are usually in 

the form of “variable (unit)” or “variable name (unit)”.  

10.5．Caption 

Captions should briefly describe the figures. For multipart figures, each part should be 

labeled (a), (b), (c), ⋯, sequentially. And each part should be described in the caption. If 

inserted figures are used, they should also be described in the caption. Captions should be 

included in the text and not in the graphics files. Figure captions should contain relevant key 

terms and be self-contained (avoiding acronyms) so that a reader can understand the figure 

without having to refer to the text. Figure captions should also reference the source of the 

figure if the figure has been reused from elsewhere. Color figures can be used when 

necessary, and they should be labeled with “color online” in the captions if not “color in 

print” but “color online” is required.  



10.6．Examples 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4. Size distributions obtained by TEM and SANS for (a) unaged and (b) 100 h, (c) 500 h, (d) 1000 h, (e) 3000 h, and (f) 

5000 h aged samples.  

 

 

Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of HAC.  


